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@ Analogs of oxetanyl purines and pyrimidlnes. 
@ A compound of the formula: 
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wherein B is a purin-9-yl group or a heterocyclic isostere of a purin-9-yl group; or a pyrimidin-i-yl group or a 
heterocyclic isostere of a pyrimidin-1-yl group; A is -CH- or A-G taken together is •C( = 0)-. -C( = CH2)-. -C(OH)- 
(CH2OH)- or 



CH 
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and Q and D are functional groups; or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or ester thereof. 
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ANALOGS OF OXETANYL PURINES AND PYRIMIDINES 



TOs is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Serial No. 574.617. filed August 24. 1990. which 
is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Serial No. 453,520. filed December 20, 1989, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Serial No. 116.605. filed November 3. 1987. 

5 Technical Reld 

The present invention relates to novel compounds and compositions which have antiviral activity, 
processes for making such compounds, synthetic intermediates employed in these processes and a 
method for treating a hunwn or other mamma! in need of antiviral treatment. 

TO 

Background Art 

Viruses are implicated In a variety of animal and human diseases. Numerous approaches have been 
proposed to combat these pathogens which include, but are not limited to, herpesviruses 1 and 2 (HSV-1 

16 and HSV-2). influenza viruses A, B and C (orthomyxoviruses), parainfluenza viruses 1-4. mumps virus 
(paramyxovirus), adenoviruses, respiratory syncytial virus, Epstein-Barr virus, rhinoviruses, human im- 
munodeficiency viruses (HIV), polioviruses. coxsackieviruses, echoviruses. rubella vims, varicella-zoster 
virus, neurodermotropic virus, variola virus, cytomegalovirus, hepatitis A. B and non-A, non-B viruses, 
papoviruses and rabies vims. 

20 One approach in the development of antiviral compounds has been to identify compounds which 
interfere with the normal viral metabolism of nucleosides. Because the stmctures of these compounds are 
usually ctosely related to nucleosides which occur naturally in the mammalian host, few have good activity 
against the virus without untoward side effects. Some of the few compounds having activity are very 
expensive to produce. Thus, there is a conf nuing need for new compounds which act to kill viruses, to 

25 inhibit viral replication or to btock the pathogenic actions of viruses. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

In accordance with the present invention there are antiviral compounds of the formula: 




40 



or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or ester thereof. B is a purin-9-yl group, a heterocyclic isostere of a 
purln-9-yl group, a pyrlmldin-1-yl group or a heterocyclic isostere of a pyrimldin-1-yl group. 
D is (i) hydrogen. C^ to Co alkyl. ^ .. . 

(iii) -CHzOH. (Iv) -CH2OR20 wherein R20 is C, to (k alkyl. (v) -CH20C(0)R2, wherein R2, is Ci to C10 alkyl. 
(vi) -CH20C(0)CH(R22)(NHR23) wherein R22 is the side chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids 
and R23 Is hydrogen or -C(0)CH(R24) (NH2) wherein Rz* is the side chain of any of the naturally occuring 
amino acids, (vii) .CH2SH. (viil) -CH2CI, (ix) -CH2F. (x) -CHzBr. (xi) -CHzl. (xii) -C(0)H. (xiii) -CH2CN, (xiv) 
-CH2N3. (XV) .CH2NR33R3* wherein R33 and Rs* are Independently selected from hydrogen and Ci to Cio 
alkyl. (xvi) -CO2R35 wherein Ras is hydrogen or Ci to Cio alkyl. (xvil) -CH2CH2OH. 
(xviii) -CH2CH2OR20 wherein R20 is as defined herein, (xix) -CH2CH20C(0)R2 . wherein R21 is as defined 
herein, (xx) .CH2CH20C(0)CH(R22)(NHR23) wherein R22 and R23 are as defined herein, (xxi) 
-CH2CH2P03H2, (xxli) -CH2OPO3H2, (xxiii) -OCH2PO3H2 or (xxlv) -CH2C02R3K wherein Rss is hydrogen. 
Ci to Cto alkyl, carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyl. 

A is -CH- or A-G taken together is -C( = 0)-. -C(aCH2)-. -C(0H)(CH20H)- or 
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G is (i) hydrogen, (ii) Ct to Cio alkyi, (iii) -OH. (iv) alkoxy, (v) -NH2. (vi) alkylamlno. (vii) dialkylamino, (viii) 
-SH. (ix) thioalkoxy. (x) -N3. (xi) -CH2OH. (xii) -CH2OR25 wherein R2S Is Ci to Ce alkyI, (xiil) -CH20C(0)R2g 

10 wherein R2G is C, to Cio alkyl. (xiv) -CH20C(0)CH(R27)(NHR2g) wherein R27 is the side chain of any of the 
naturally occuring anrtino acids and R29 is hydrogen or -C(0)CH(R29)(NH2) wherein R29 is the side chain of 
any of the naturally occuring amino acids, (xv) -CH2SH. (xvl) -CH2CI. (xvii) -CH2F. (xviii) -CH2Br. (xix) -CH2I. 
(XX) -C(0)H, (xxi) -CH2CN, (xxii) -CH2N3. (xxili) -CH2NR3oRa. wherein R30 and R31 are independently 
selected from hydrogen and Ci to Cio alkyl. (xxiv) -C02Ra7 wherein R37 is hydrogen, Ci to Cio alkyl. 

15 carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyi, (xxv) -CH2CH2OH, (xxvi) -CH2CH2OR25 wherein R25 is independently as 
defined herein, 

(xxvli) -CH2CH20C(0)R2G wherein R2fi Is independently as defined herein, (xxviii) -CH2CH20C(0)CH(R27)- 
(NHR28) wherein R27 and R28 are independently as defined herein, 

(xxix) -CH2CH2PO3H2. (xxx) -CH2OPO3H2. (xxxi) -OCH2PO3H2 or (xxxii) -CH2CO2R32 wherein R32 is 
20 hydrogen. Ci to Cio alkyl, cartKjxyalkyI or aminoalkyi; with the proviso that when D is hydrogen or Ci to 
Cio alkyl then G is other than hydrogen or C» to Cio alkyl. 

The compounds of fomnula I contain two or more asymmetric carbon atoms and thus can exist as pure 
diastereomers. mixtures of diastereomers, diastereomerlc racemates or mixtures of diastereomeric 
racemates. The present invention Includes within its scope all of the isomeric fomns. The terms "R" and "S" 
25 configuration used herein are as defined by lUPAC 1974 Recommendations for Section E. Fundamental 
Stereochemistry. Pure, Appl. Chem. (1976) 45. 13-30. 

The term "Ci to Cio alkyl" as used herein refers to straight or branched chain alkyl radicals containing 
from 1 to 10 carbon atoms including, but not limited to. methyl, ethyl, isopropyl. n-butyl. isobutyl, sec-butyl, 
n-pentyl. 1-methylbutyl, 2,3-dimethylbutyl. 2-methylpentyl. 2,2-dimethylpropyl. n-hexyl. n-heptyl, n-octyl, n- 
30 nonyl. n-decyl and the like. 

The terms "alkoxy" and "thioalkoxy" as used herein refer to -OR38 and -SRsa, respectively, wherein 
R38 is a Ci to C»o aikyi group. 

The term "carboxyalkyi" as used herein refers to a carboxylic acid group (-COOH) appended to a Ci to 
Cio alkyl radical. 

36 The term "alkoxycarbonyl" as used herein refers to -C(0)R39 wherein R39 is an alkoxy group. 

The term "aminoalkyi" as used herein refers to an amino group (-NH2) appended to a Ci to Cio alkyl 
radical. 

The term "alkynyl" as used herein refers to C2 to Cg straight or branched caribon chain which contains 
a carbon-carbon triple bond including, but not limited to, ethynyl, propynyl. butynyl and the like. 
40 The term "halo" or "halogen" as used herein refers to CI. Br. F or I. 

The term "alkylamino" as used herein refers to -NHR*o wherein Rao is a Ci to Cio alkyl group. 

The term "dialkylamino" as used herein refers to - NR*iR*2 wherein R»i and R*2 are independently 
selected from Ci to Cio alkyl. 

The term "side chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids" as used herein refers to the 
45 functionality appended at the alpha carbon of any of the naturally occuring amino acids and includes, but is 
not limited to hydrogen (glycine), methyl (alanine), isopropyl (valine), hydroxymethyl (serine), benzyl 
(phenylalanine), and the like. 

The term "N-protecting group" as used herein refers to those groups intended to protect nitrogen 
atoms against undesirable reactions during synthetic procedures and includes, but is not limited to. formyl. 
50 acetyl, pivaloyi, t-butylacetyl. trichloroethoxycarbonyl, t-butyloxycarbonyl (Boc). benzyloxycarbonyl (Cbz) or 
benzoyl groups or other nitrogen protecting groups known to those skilled in organic synthesis such as 
those disclosed in Greene. "Protective Groups in Organic Synthesis", pp. 218-287. (J. Wiley & Sons. 1981). 

The term "hydroxy protecting group" or "0-protecting group" as used herein refers to those groups 
intended to protect a hydroxy group against undesirable reactions during synthetic procedures and 
55 includes, but is not limited to. substituted methyl ethers, for example, methoxymethyl. benzyloxymethyl. 
2-methoxyethoxy methyl. 2-(trimethylsilyl)ethoxymethyl and tetrahydropyranyl; substituted ethyl ethers, for 
example. 2,2.2-trichloroethyl, t-butyl. benzyl and triphenylmethyl: silyl ethers, for example, trimethylsilyl. t- 
butyldimethylsilyl and t-butyldiphenylsilyl; acyl groups such as acetyl and benzoyl: sulfonates such as 



3 



EP 0 433 898 A2 



mesylate and tosylate; or other hydroxy protecting groups known to those skilled In organic synthesis such 
as those disclosed In Greene. "Protective Groups in Organic Synthesis", pp. 10-71, (J. Wiley & Sons. 
1981). 

The term "heterocyclic Isostere of a purir>-9-yl group" as used herein refers to a heterocyclic group 
5 which has a similar structure and similar properties when compared to a purin-9-yl group. In addition, the 
isostere may contain different atoms and not necessarily the same number of atoms as long as the isostere 
possesses the same total or valence electrons In the same arrangement as does a purin-9-yl group. For 
example, well known isosteric pairs of molecules include the pair carbon monoxide and atmospheric 
nitrogen and the pair cyanide ion and acetyllde Ion. 
10 Heterocyclic Isoslsres of a purin-9-yl group include, but are not limited to. compounds of the formula: 
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3) 



90 



45 



4) 




I 



5) 



6) 



N 



and 

7) 



wherein J and L are independently selected from (i) hydrogen, (ii) -OH. (iii) halogen, (iv) alkoxy, (v) -SH. (vl) 
thioalkoxy. (vil) -N3, (viii) 




55 wherein m Is 1 to 5, 

(ix) -NRtRa wherein Ri and R2 are independently selected from hydrogen and to Cio alkyl. 

{x> -NHC{0)R3 wherein R3 is hydrogen. C- to Cio alkyl, carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyi, (xl) -N-CHNRaRs 

wherein R4 and Rs are independently selected from C- to C-.a alkyl. (xii) -N(Rs)0R7 wherein Re and R; are 
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independently selected from hydrogen and Ct to Cio alkyl. and (xlil) .N(R8)NR9Rio wherein Rs. Ra and Rio 
are independently selected from hydrogen and Ci to Cio alkyl: M is fi) C, to Cio alkyl, (ii) halogen. Cm) 



wherein m is 1 to 5, 

or (iv) ■NR1R2 wherein Ri and R2 are as defined above: and Z is (i) hydrogen, (ii) halogen, (111) fbrmyl. (iv) 
carboxyl, (v) alkoxycarbonyl or (vi) cyano. 

The term "heterocyclic isostere of a pyrimidin-1-yl group" as used herein refers to a heterocyclic group 
which has a similar structure and similar properties when compared to a pyrimidin-l-yt group. In addition, 
the isostere may contain different atoms and not necessarily the same number of atoms as long as the 
isostere possesses the same total or valence electrons in the same arrangement as does a pyrimidln-1-yi 
group For example, well known isosteric pairs of molecules include the pair carbon monoxide and 
atmospheric nitrogen and the pair cyanide ion and acetylide Ion. Heterocyclic Isosteres of a pyrimidin-1-yl 
group include, but are not limited to. compounds of the formula: 



25 



1) 



2) 



I 



3) 

40 



and 
4) 



55 



I 



OH 



Wherein V is O or S: 
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Q is (i) -OH. (iO -SH, (iii) alkoxy, (iv) thioalkoxy, (v) halogen, 
(vi) 



10 wherein m is 1 to 5, 

(vi!) -NR1R2 wherein Ri and R2 are independently as defined herein or (vlli) -NHC(0)R3 wherein R3 is 
independently as defined herein; 

and T is (i) hydrogen, (n) Ci to Co alkyl. (iii) 2-haloethyl. (iv) halonriethyl. (v) difluoromethyl. (vi) 
trifluoromethyl. (vii) halogen, (vlli) cyano. (ix) nitro. (x) vinyl, (xi) 2-halovinyl, (xii) alkynyl, (xiii) hydroxmethyl, 
IS (xiv) formyl, (xv) azidomethyl, (xvl) 2-hydroxyethyl, (xvii) -NR1R2 wherein Ri and R2 are independently as 
defined herein, (xvlli) -NHOH. (xix) -SH. (xx) propenyl. (xxl) 3,3.3-trifluoropropenyl. (xxii) 2-{alkoxycarbonyl)- 
ethenyl, (xxiil) 2-cyanoethenyl, (xxiv) 



25 wherein m Is 1 to 5. 

or (XXV) -CH2NRil^ wherein Ri and R2 are independently as defined herein. 

The compounds of the present invention can be prepared by various methods, including those 
disclosed in Schemes 1-4. 

A shown in Scheme 1. treatment of 1, wherein B is as defined herein, with a suitable alkyl hallde. 

30 arylalkyl halide (e.g.. triphenylmethyl chloride), aroyl hallde, alkanoyi hallde. or sllyl halide (e.g.. trimethyl- 
silyl chloride) in a polar solvent such as N.W-dimethylformamide (DMF). tetrahydrofuran (THF). CHaCl2 or 
pyridine at a temperature of from about 0* to about 60 *C affords the protected derivative 2 (R" is an 0- 
protecting group). Preferably, 1 is treated with t-butylchlorodtmethylsilane in pyridine at room temperature 
for about 24 hours to obtain 2 ('R" = (t-Bu)(Me)2Si-). 

35 When the substituent 8 In 1 or 2 is a purine having a 6-amino substituent. the 6-amino substituent can 
be protected by acylation with an aikanoyi chloride {e.g., acetyl chloride and the like) or aroyl chloride (e.g.. 
benzoyl chloride or p-nitrobenzoyl chloride or the like) or a corresponding anhydride such as acetic 
anhydride In a solvent such as pyridine. Subsequent treatment with a dilute aqueous base such as sodium 
carbonate, potassium carbonate, potassium hydroxide or preferably 1 M_ aqueous sodium hydroxide at a 

40 temperature of from about -20 ' to about 40 'C. preferably at about 0 C. affords diprotected 2. In the 
preferred case, the benzoyl group is used to protect the 6-amino group. The two protecting groups can also 
be introduced in the reverse order of that described above. 

The free hydroxy! group in 2 is converted to an activated ester leaving group by treatment with a 
sulfonyl chloride (e.g.. p-toluenesuTfonyl chloride or trifluoromethanesulfonyl chloride and the like) or sulfonic 

45 acid anhydride (e.g., melhanesulfonic acid anhydride) In a solvent such as pyridine or dichlorornethane. 
optionally containing a base such as triethylamine, at a temperature of from about -lO' to about 40 C for a 
period of from about 1 hour to about 24 hours. In a preferred method. 2 Is treated with methanesulfonyl 
chloride in pyridine at O'C for 2 hours to provide 3 (R" = -S02Me).^The leaving group in 3 is then 
displaced with an appropriate nucleophlle (NuH) In a polar solvent such as acetone. 2-butanone, THF. DMF 

so or dimethoxyethane (DME) to furnish 4. Suitable nucleophillc reagents include LiNs, NaNs. n-ButNNs, KF. 
CsF, n-ButNF, LiBr. NaBr, n-Bu^NBr.lil. Nal, n-BuiNI, LICI, n-ButNCI. CH3CH2NH2. CHsNH? and lithium 
triethyiborohydrlde. The compounds 4 thus obtained are converted to the compounds of this invention (I) by 
removal of the hydroxy I protecting group. In the preferred case in which B is 6-benzamldopurin-9-yl and R 
is (t-Bu){f^e)2Si-, the deprotection is accomplished with a source of fluoride ion such as KF. CsF or 

55 preferably n-Bu*NNF In a polar solvent such as DMF. CH3CN or preferably THF at a temperature of about 
25 "C. In the case in which a nitrogen protecting group has been employed, this group must also be 
removed. In the preferred case in which the nitrogen protecting group Is benzoyl, treatment of 4 with dilute 
aqueous sodium hydroxide in methanol or sodium ethoxide in ethanol provides I. 
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An alternative preparation of 4 {Nu = F) involves direct treatment of the alcohol 2 with a fluorinating 
agent such as diethylaminosulfurtnfluoride (DAST) In a nonhydroxylic solvent such as dichloromethane at a 
temperature between -78* and 25* C. preferably about -40 'C. The amino derivative 4 (Nu= -NH2) is 
obtained by reduction of the corresponding azide (4, Nu = -Na), ■ 
s preferably employing hydrogen and a palladium catalyst. These analogs 4 are converted to compounds of 
this invention as described above. 

Compounds of formula I wherein B is a 6-alkylaminopurin-9-yl group or a 6-amidopurin-9-yl group can 
be synthesized according to the route outlined in Scheme 2. For example, treatment of la with sodium 
nitrite in acetic acid or an acetate buffer at a temperature of about -10* to 60 C affords the deaminaled 
10 material 6. Suitable conditions include the use of amy! nitrite In 50% acetic add. Altematlvely. this 
transformation can be accomplished enzymatically. The hydroxymethyl substituents on the oxetane ring of 
5 are protected using an acylating agent such as nitrobenzoyi chloride or benzoylchloride in a solvent such 
as pyridine or DMF at a temperature of about -IO' to 60* C. In the prefenred method, 5 is treated with 
trifluoroacetic anhydride in CH2CI2 at O' to 20* C to obtain the diacyl derivative 6. Treatment of 6 with 
15 DMF/thionyl chloride in dichloromethane. preferably at reflux temperature followed by cleavage of the acyl 
protecting groups, preferably using methanol and neutral alumina provides 7. Exposure of 7 to an amine 
(RaRbNH. wherein Ra and Rb are independently selected from C,-Cio alkyi and hydrogen), at a temperature 
of from about 25 'C to about 200 *C furnishes 8. A preferred method involves the reaction of 7 with 
methylamine at about 100' C to afford 8. Compound 1^ in Scheme 1 may be replaced with the compounds 8 
20 of Scheme 2 to obtain the corresponding N-6 substituted derivatives I. 

The compounds of the invention of the fonnula I can be prepared as shown in Scheme 3. where "P" is 
a hydroxy! protecting group intended to protect "against undersirable side reactions during synthetic 
procedures. "P" includes, but is not limited to. t-butyldimethylsilyl, t-butyldiphenylsilyl. triphenylmethyl. 
benzoyl, acetyl and the like. "B" is as defined above. 
25 The process shown in the scheme entails ring contraction of a 3-deoxy nucleoside 11^ to an oxetane 
ring via rearrangement of the diazoketone 12. 

Scheme 4 shows the process outlined in Scheme 3 wherein B is thymine, cytosine or uracil. P' and P" 
are hydroxyl protecting groups intended to protect against undesirable side reactions during synthetic 
procedures. P' and P" are independently selected from hydroxyl protecting groups including, but not limited 
30 to. t-butyldimethylsilyl. triphenylmethyl. benzoyl, p-ch!orobenzoyl, acetyl, benzyl and the like. 

The process shown in Scheme 4 entails ring contraction of a 2',3'-dideoxy-2'-oxo nucleoside 11 - 
(wherein the hydroxyl protecting group P' is preferably t-butlydimethylsilyl) to an oxetane ring via 
rearrangement of the diazoketone 12. followed by reduction of the ester 13 (R" is loweralkyl. for example. 
CHa) to the 2"-hydroxymethyl compound 14 and removal of the hydroxyl protecting group to give I. 
35 In the case where B is uracil, the epoxide 15 (wherein the 5'-hydroxyl protecting group P* is preferably 
a benzoyl group) is opened to compound 16 by treatment with an iodide salt such as sodium iodide in the 
presence of an acid in a polar solvent such as 2-butanone. The lodo derivative 16 is reduced to 10 
preferably with tri-n-butyl tin hydride and the 5'-hydroxyl group deprotected. for example by treatment with 
potassium carbonate in methanol solution. The 5'-hydroxyl group is reprotected, preferably with a t- 
40 butyldimethylsilyl group and the 2'-hydroxyl group Is oxidized to the ketone to afford compound 11^. for 
example by treatment with chromium trioxide-pyridine reagent. 

In the case where B is thymine. 3'deoxy-5-methyluridine with both sugar hydroxyls protected 
(compound 17. P* and P" are 0-protecting groups), preferably as p-chlorobenzoyi esters. Is deprotected in 
basic solution, for example using sodium methoxide in methanol solution. The 5'-hydroxyl group is 
45 selectively reprotected (P'). preferably as the t-butyldlmethylsily! (TBS) derivative and the 2'-hydroxyl group 
is oxidzed by treatment with oxidizing agent such as chromium trioxide-pyridine reagent to afford IJ^. 

In the case where B is cytosine. cytosine with the 4-amino group protected as the N-acetyl derivative is 
treated with hexamethyldisilazane to give 18. Compound 18 is coupled in the presence of tin tetrachloride 
with l-0-acetyl-3-deoxyribose. preferably with the 2'- and 5*-hydroxyl groups protected (P' and P" are 0- 
50 protecting groups) as p-chlorobenzoyi esters (20) to give compound 19. The protecting groups are then 
removed from the 2'- and 5'-hydroxyl groups, for example by treatment with ammonium hydroxide in 
methanol solution, and the 5'hydroxyl group selectively reprotected. preferably by treatment with t- 
butyldimethylsilyl chloride. The 4-amino group is reprotected. preferably as the N.N- 
dimethylaminomethylene derivative, and the 2*-hydroxyl group is then oxidized, for example with DMSO m 
55 the presence of oxalyl chloride, to afford ru 

Scheme 5a shows the conversion of protected diol 14 to the monohydroxy compound 21^. Oxidatron (for 
example, with Dess-Martin periodinane) of 14 to aldehyde 19. followed by deformylation (for example, with 
tris(triphenylphosphine)rhodium (I)), provides 20. Deprotection then gives 21 . 
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Scheme 5b shows the preparation of triol 24 and diol 25. Compound 22 wherein L is a leaving group 
(for example, mesylate) is treated with a base (for example. DBU) to provide olefin 23. Oxidation (for 
example with N-methylmorphollne-N-oxide/Os04). followed by deprotectlon. provides triol 24. Oxidation of 
24 (for example, with sodium periodate), followed by reduction (for example, with sodium borohydride), 
5 gives the diol 25. 



« HOCh J [ 'PoCh J [ "ffOCHa J f 



25 



CHjOH ^CHsOH ^ ^CHjOR*- 



*Tl*OCHa , 

i. 



NHj OH . 



HOCH,-^*^*®" HOCH,'^*^"»°" BC(0)OCH,- 



CH20C(0)R 



— to — to 



HOCH,>" HOCH,- 

1 1 ' 



9 



EP 0 433 898 A2 



1 



POCH, 



B 



li 



13 

'HOCHa, 



10 



EP0433 898A2 

■SCHEME 4 
B B 



/ 



TMSNAc 

OAc 



OP- u I la 



40 

HO' 



/ 



B 




COjR- X ^ 



50 



11 



EP 0 433 898 A2 



B B E 

0 oxidize O deformylate q — / 

OP* OH OP* OF pQ 

la / 

14 



OH 21 



deprotect 




The foregoing may be better understood from the following examples, which are presented for 
purposes of illustration and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventive concepts. As used in the 
following examples, the references to compounds, such as (1). (2). (3). etc., and to substituents. such as R. 
Ra. Rb. etc.. refer to the corresponding compounds and substituents in the foregoing reaction schemes and 

formulae. ^ * ♦u 

The following examples will serve to further illustrate preparation of the novel compounds of tne 

invention. 
Example 1 

9-({2R 3R.4SH'Hydrox ymethyl-3-methyl-oxetan'2-yl) adenine 

(a) In a round-bottom flask were placed 10 g of 9-((2R.3R.4S)-3.4-bis-hyroxymethyl-oxetan>2-yl)-adenine 
and 100 mL of pyridine. To the system was added 6.4 g of t_ert-butylchlorodimethylsilane. and the 
reaction mixture was stirred under nitrogen at room temperature for 1 day. The mixture was diluted with 
ethyl acetate and washed with saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate and brine, dried (sodium sulfate) 
and concentrated with a rotary evaporator. The residue was purified by column chromatography to afford 
9-((2R. 3R. 4S)-4-t-butyldimethylsiloxymethyl-3-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine. 

12 
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(b) Under a nitrogen atmosphere, in a round-bottom flask were placed 1.8 g of the product of (a) and 8 
mL of dichloromethane. To this stirring solution, at 0* C. were added 1.1 g of triethylamine and 0.69 g of 
methanesulfonyl chloride. The cold bath was removed, and the reaction mixture was stirred at room 
temperature for approximately 2 h. The reaction mixture was diluted with ethyl acetate, washed with 

5 saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate and brine and dried over sodium sulfate. The solvent was 
removed with a rotary evaporator to afford 9-((2R. SR. 4SH-t-butyldimethyisiloxymethyl-3- 
methanesulfonyloxymethy!-oxetan-2-yl) adenine. 

(c) Under a nitrogen atmosphere, in a roundbottom flask were placed 0.44 g of the compound of (b) and 
0.5 mL of THF. To this stirring solution, at O'C. was added 12 mL of 1 M lithium triethylborohydrlde In 

70 THF. The cold bath was removed, and the reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 4 h. The 
mixture was partitioned between ethyl acetate and saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate. The layers 
were separated, and the organic phase was washed with brine, dried (NazSO*) and concentrated with a 
rotary evaporator. The residue was purified by column chromatography to afford 9-({2R, 3R, 4S)-4-t- 
butyldimethylsiloxymethyl-3-methyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine. 

16 (d) Under a nitrogen atmosphere. In a round-bottom flask was placed 0.35 g of the compound of (c). To 
the system was added 1.4 mL of 1 M n-Bu4NF In THF. The reaction mixture was stirred at room 
temperature for 6 h and concentrated with a rotary evaporator. The residue was triturated with aqueous 
methanol and the resulting solid I (X^CHs. R8«Rb= H) was collected by suction filtration, rinsed with 
ice cold methanol and ether and dried under vacuum. 

20 Example 2 

9-((2R. 3R.4S)-3-Ruoromethyl-4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine 

The procedures of Examples 1(a) and 1(b) can be repeated to obtain 9-((2R, 3R, 4S)-4-t- 
25 butyldimethylsiloxymethyl-3-methanesulfony!oxymethy!-oxetan-2-yl) adenine. 

Under a nitrogen atmosphere. In a round-bottom flask was placed 0.44 g of the foregoing compound. To 
the system was added 8 mL of 1 M n-Bu^NF. and the reaction mixture was heated at reflux for 4 h. The 
mixture was cooled to room temperature and concentrated with a rotary evaporator. Trituration of the 
resulting viscous oil with MeOH-HaO afforded a white solid which was collected by suction filtration, rinsed 
30 with ice-cold methanol and ether and dried under vacuum. 

Example 3 

9-((2R. 3R.4S)-3-lodomethyl-4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl) adenine 
35 (aTThe procedure of Example 2 can be repeated, replacing n-Bu*NF with n-Bu*NI, to obtain 4 (Nu = 1. R 
= Si(t-Bu)(Me)2). 

(b) The procedure of Example 1 (d) can be repeated replacing 9-((2R, 3R. 4S)-4-t- 
butyldlmethylsiloxymethyl-3-methyl-oxetan-2-yl) adenine with the material obtained from Example 3(a) to 
obtain the desired compound. 
40 Example 4 

9-((2R.3R.4S)-3-A2idomethyl-4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl) adenine 

The procedure of Example 3 can be repeated, replacing n-Bu+NI with n-Bu*NN3 to obtain the desired 

45 compound. 

Example 5 

9-((2R.3R.4$)>3-Aminomethyl'4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl) adenine 
60 (a) The procedure of Example 4 can be repeated to obtain I (X = -CH2 N3 . Ra = Rb = H). 

(b) In a round-bottom flask were placed 0.28 g of the compound of (a) and 10 mL of methanol. To the 
system (flushed with nitrogen) was added 0.2 9 of 5% palladium on carbon. The system was placed 
under an atmosphere of H?. and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 h. The catalyst was 
removed by suction filtration through a pad of celite and rinsed well with methanol. The filtrate was 
55 concentrated with a rotary evaporator to afford the desired compound- 
Example 6 

9-((2R.3R.4S)-3-Chloromethyl-4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine 
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The procedure of Example 3 can be repeated, replacing n-Bu*NI with UCI and THF with 2-butanone to 
afford the title compound. 

Example 7 

9-<(2R. 3R, 4S)-4-Hydroxymethyl-3-m9thoxymethyl-oxetan'2-yl)adenln9 

— (i)~Under a nitrogen atmosphere, in a round-bottom flask were placed 2.5 g of 9-((2R.3R.4S)-3,4-bls- 
hyroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine and 40 mL of pyridine. To the system, at O' C, was added 4.6 g of 
benzoyl chloride, the cold bath was removed, and the reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature 
for 1 day. The reaction mixture was diluted with a small amount of acetone and poured into Ice/water. 
The resulting precipitate was collected by suction filtration and treated with 20 mL of 1 M aqueous 
sodium hydroxide in 40 mL of DMF. The reaction mixture was diluted with saturated aqueous sodium 
bicarbonate and extracted with several portions of chloroform. The chloroform extracts were dried 
(Na2S0*) and concentrated with a rotary evaporator, and the crude product was rinsed with ether and 
recrystallized from ethanol-water to obtain 6-ben2amido-9-({2R. 3R. 4S)3,4-bis(hydroxymethyl)-oxetan-2- 

yl)purine. . . 

(b) Under a nitrogen atmosphere, in a round-bottom flask were placed 2.8 g of the compound obtained in 

(a) and 15 mL of pyridine. To the system was added 2.8 g of trityl chloride, and the reaction mixture was 
stin-ed at room temperature for 5 days. The reaction mixture was partitioned between ethyl acetate and 
saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate, and the layers were separated. The ethyl acetate solution was 
washed with brine, dried over sodium sulfate and the solvent was removed with a rotary evaporator to 
afford a white solid. The crude material was subjected to column chromatography to obtain 6-benzamido- 
9-((2R.3R. 4S)4-hydroxymethyl-3-triphenylmethoxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl) purine. 

(c) Under aTiitrogen atmosphere, in a round-bottom flask were placed 0.6 g of the compound from (b) 
and 1 mL of DMF. To the system was added 80 mg of solid NaOH and 0.15 g of lodomethane. The 
reaction mixture was stin-ed at room temperature for 1 day. The reaction mixture was diluted with 
chlorofonn and washed with saturated aqueous sodium bicartDonate and brine, dried (sodium sulfate) and 
concentrated with a rotary evaporator. The crude product was rinsed with hexanes to afford 6- 
benzamtdo-9-((2R. 3R. 4S)-4-methoxymethyl3-triphenylmethoxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)purine. 

(d) In a round-b'ottom flask were placed 0.4 g of the foregoing compound and 2 mL of ethanol. The 
system was flushed with nitrogen. To the system was added 0.2 g of 10% Pd on carbon, and the system 
was placed under an atmosphere of hydrogen. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 
14 h. and the catalyst was removed by suction filtration through a pad of celite. To the system was 
added 2 mL of a solution prepared by dissolving 60 mg of sodium in 10 mL of ethanol. and the reaction 
mixture was heated at reflux for 3 h. The reaction mixture was concentrated with a rotary evaporator, 
water was added to the system and the solution was brought to pH 7 with acetic acid. This solution was 
washed with three portions of ethyl acetate, and the aqueous solution was concentrated with a rotary 
evaporator. The residue was recrystallized from water to afford the pure title compound. 

Example 8 

9-((2R. 3R,4S)-4-Hydroxymethyl-3-thiomethyl-oxetan-2-yl) adenine 

— (a) The procedures of Examples 1(a) and 1(b) can be repeated to obtain 9-<(2R, 3R, 4S)-4-t-butyl- 
dimethylsiloxymethyl-3-methanesulfonyloxymethyloxetan-2-yl)adenine. 

(b) Under an argon atmosphere, in a round-bottom flask were placed 0.75 g of sodium and 26 mL of 
ethanol. To this resulting solution of sodium ethoxide was added dropwise 3.83 mL of phenyl- 
methanethiol. In a separate flask, under argon, were placed 0.84 of the compound from (a) and 2 mL of 
ethanol. To this stirring solution was added 2 mL of the mercaptide solution prepared above, and the 
reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 day. The resulting solid precipitate (CzHySOsNa) 
was removed by suction filtration through a celite pad. The filtrate was concentrated with a rotary 
evaporator, and the residue was partitioned between water and chloroform. The layers were separated, 
and the aqueous phase was extracted with two portions of chloroform. The combined chloroform extracts 
were washed with 1 M aqueous sodium hydroxide and brine, dried (Na ) and concentrated with a rotary 
evaporator. The crudi product was purified by column chromatography to afford 9-((2R. 3R. 4S)-3- 
benzylthlomethyl-4-t-butyldimethylsiloxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine. 

(c) Under an argon atmosphere, into a 3-neck round-bottom flask equipped with a dry-ice condenser and 
a gas inlet adapter was distilled approximately 25 mL of ammonia. To the system was added 0.85 of the 
compound of (b) followed by 170 mg of sodium (in several small portions), and the blue solution was 
stirred at -78 "C for 2 h. To the system was cautiously added 300 mg off ammonium chloride, and the 
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cold bath was removed. After the ammonia evaporated, the resulting solid was rinsed with ether. The 
residue was dissolved In water and brought to pH 7 with acetic add. This solution was extracted with 
several portions of chloroform. The chloroform extracts were dried over sodium sulfate, and the solvent 
was removed with a rotary evaporator 
5 to afford crude 9-((2R, 3R. 4S)-4-t-butyldlmethylsiloxymethyI-3-thIomethyl-oxetan-2-yl)adenine. 

(d) The procedure of Example 1(d) Is then performed using the product of (c) as a starting material, to 
obtain the title compound. 
Example 9 

10 6-Methyl amlno-9-((2R.3R,4S)-3.4-bis(hydrQxymethylhoxetan-2-yl)purine 

(a) To a suspension of 2.0 g of 1 in 110 mL of 0.02 M aqueous KffePO* buffer solution was added 20 
mg of Type II adenosine deaminase. The reaction mixture was stinted at room temperature for 1 day and 
concentrated to a volume of 80 mL The resulting suspension was filtered and the filtrate was 
concentrated to approximately 20 mL. The resulting suspension was filtered. The filtrate was diluted with 

15 20 mL of ethanol and concentrated to a volume of less than 50 mL This mixture was also filtered. The 
combined solids were suspended in approximately 80 mL of hot 80% ethanol. This mixture was filtered, 
and the filtrate was cooled at O' C fori day. The resulting 9-((2R.3R, 4S)-3.4-bis(hydroxymethyl)-oxetan- 
2-yl) hypoxanthine was collected by suction filtration. 

Altematively. this transformation can be accomplished nonenzymatically, employing amyl nitrate in 50% 

20 acetic acid. 

(b) Under a nitrogen atmosphere, in a round-bottom flask were placed 1.0 g of the compound of (a) and 
20 mL of dichloromethane, and the system was cooled in an Ice bath. To the system was added 9.0 g of 
trifluoroacetic anhydride, and the reaction mixture was stinred for 2 h and concentrated with a rotary 
evaporator. The residue was subjected to high vacuum for 1 h to afford 9-((2R. 3R. 4S)-3,4-bis- 

25 (trifluoroacetoxymethyl)-oxetan-2-yl)hypoxanthine. 

(c) Under a nitrogen atmosphere, in a 3-neclc round-bottom flasic equipped with a reflux condenser and a 
pressure-equalizing addition funnel were placed the product obtained above and 100 mL of dich- 
loromethane. To this stirring mixture was added dropwise a solution of 3.2 mL of thionyl chloride and 1 .6 
ml of DMF in 40 mL of dichloromethane. During this addition, the mixture was heated to maintain a 

30 gentle reflux. The reaction mixture was heated at reflux for a total period of 8 h and cooled to room 
temperature. The reaction mixture was cooled to o'C. and a small amount of solid was removed by 
suction filtration. The filtrate was poured slowly into a cold 1 M aqueous solution of sodium bicarbonate 
with vigorous stirring. The layers were separated, and the aqueous phase was extracted with dich- 
loromethane. The combined organic fractions were dried (NazSOe), and the solvent was removed with a 

35 rotary evaporator. The crude material was subjected to column chromatography on neutral alumina using 
methanol as the eluant to obtain 6-ch!oro-9-({2R. 3R, 4S)-3,4-bis-(hydroxymethyl)-oxetan-2-yl)purine. 

(d) in a sealed tube were placed 0.54 g of the foregoing compound in 30 mL off methanol containing 8 g 
of methylamine. The mixture was heated at lOO'C for 12 h. The reaction mixture was cooled to room 
temperature and concentrated with a rotary evaporator. The residue was dissolved in water and extracted 

40 with ether. The aqueous phase was brought to pH 7 with acetic acid and sodium bicarbonate and 
concentrated. The residue was recrystallized from a small amount of water. The solid was collected and 
rinsed with ice-cold water, methanol and ether to afldrd the pure title compound. 
Example 10 

45 6-f^ethylamino-9-((2R.3R.4S)-3-fluoromethyl-4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yi)purine 

The procedure of Example 9 can be repeated replacing the starting compound of Example 9(a) with the 
product of Example 2 to obtain the title compound. 

50 Example 1 1 

6-Methylamino-9-((2R.3R.4S)-4-hydroxymethyl-3-methyl-oxetan-2-yl)purine 

The procedure of Example 9 can be repeated replacing the starting compound of Example 9(a) with the 
55 product of Example 1 to obtain the desired compound- 
Example 12 
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6-Methylamino-9-U2R,3R.4S)-3-azido-4-hydroxymethyl-oxetan-2-yl)purme 

The procedure of Example 9 can be repeated replacing the starting compound of Example 9(a) with the 
product of Example 4 to obtain the title compound. 

5 

Example 13 

5''0-(t-Butyldimethylsllyl)-3'-deoxyadenosine 

10 To a stirred solution of 9.5 g (38.1 mmol) of 2',3'-anhydroadenosine (Robins, MJ.; Hansske, F.; Low. N. 

H. ; Park. J. I. Tetrahedron Lett. 1984, 367-370) in 114 mL of pyridine was added 11.5 g (76.2 mmol) of t- 
butyldimethylsilyl chloride. After 3.5 h at room temperature, an additional 5.75 g (3ai mmol) of t- 
butyldimethylsilyl chloride was added. After a total of 4.25 h, the reaction mixture was diluted into 2 L of 
water and extracted with 3 x 500 mL of dichloromethane. The combined dichloromethane extracts were 

?5 washed with one liter of saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate, with 3 x 500 mL of water, and then dried 
over magnesium sulfate. Concentration under reduced pressure afforded 13.3 g of 5'-0-(t-butyldimethyl- 
' silyI)-2',3'-anhydroadenosine. To a stirred solution of 2.0 g (5.50 mmol) of 5'-CHt-butyldimethylsilyl)-2\3'- 
anhydroadenosine In 55 mL of THF at 0 * C was added 22 mL (22 mmol) of a 1 M solution of lithium triethyl 
borohydrlde in THF. The reaction mixture was then allowed to warm to room temperature- After 3 hours, the 

20 reaction mixture was recooled to 0 * C and then carefully treated with 4.0 mL of 5 % aqueous acetic acid. 
The resulting mixture was diluted with 150 mL of EtOAc. washed with 3 x 100 mL of saturated aqueous 
NaCt. dried over magnesium sulfate, concentrated under reduced pressure, and then coevaportated with 
three portions of chloroform. Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a 100:0 to 97:3 
chloroform/methanol gradient afforded 1.8 g (90 %) of the title compound: colorless glass; Rf = 0.10 (silica 

26 gel 60 F-254, 0.25 mm, E. Merck (SG). 95:5 CHCbilVleOH): [ah^^ -47.8' (c 2.47. CHCb); IR (CDCb) 3480. 
3415. 3320, 3165. 3125, 2960. 2935. 2860. 1635. 1595, 1575. 1470. 1415. 1330, 1290, 1255. 1210, 1135. 
1090 995 cm-'; NMR (300 MHz. CDCis. TMS = 0.00 ppm) S 0.08. 0.09 (2s, 6H. (CH3)2Si). 0.88 (s. 9H. 
(CH3)3CSi). 2.10 ( ddd. 1H. J = 13.5 Hz. J' = 6.5 Hz. J" = 4.0 Hz. 3'-H), 2.34 ( ddd, 1H. J = 13.5 Hz, J'=7.5 
Hz J" = 6.0 Hz. 3'-H), 3.74 (dd, 1H, J = 12.0 Hz, J' = 3.0 Hz. 5'-H). 4.05 (dd. IN. J = 12.0 Hz. J' = 3.0 Hz). 

30 462 (dddd, 1H. J = 7.5 Hz. J' = 6.5 Hz. J" = J'"=3.0 Hz. 4'-H). 4.70 (ddd. 1H. J=6.0 Hz. J' = 4.0 Hz. J"=2.5 
Hz, 2'-H). 5.88 (bs. 1H, OH). 6.01 (d, 1H. J=2.5 Hz. V-H). 6.15 (bs. 2H. NH2). 8.30. 8.33 (2s, 2H. H-2. H-8); 
FAB MS. m/z 386 (M + H)\ 136. 

Example 14 

35 

N6-Benzoyl'5'-0(t'butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-2'-oxoadenosine 

To a stirred solution of 2.0 g (5.47 mmol) 5'-0(t-butyldimethylsilylh3'-deoxyadenosfne, the product of 
Example 13. in 11 mL of pyridine at room temperature was added 2.5 mL (21.9 mmol) of benzoyl chloride. 

40 After 2 h, 1 mL of methanol was added, the reaction mixture was diluted with ether, washed successively 
with water and 50% saturated aqueous sodium bicarisonated, and dried over magnesium sulfate.The organic 
phase was evaporated under reduced pressure and then coevaporated with several portions of n-heptane to 
afford 3.9 g of a foam. To a stirred solution of 3,8 9 of this residue in 44 ml of dioxane were added 16.8 mL 
of 1 N aqueous NaOH. After 2 hours 5.6 ml additional 1 N aqueous NaOH were added. After a total of 2.5 

45 hours, the reaction mixture was neutralized with acetic acid.diluted with EtOAc, washed successively with 
water and saturated aqueous NaCI. dried over magnesium sulfate, and then concentrated under reduced 
pressure. Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a 100:0 to 95:5 EtOAc/MeOH gradient afforded 

I. 94 g (75 %) of N6-benzoyl-5*-0-(t-butyldimethylsi!yl)-3'-d80xyadenosine. To a stirred solution of 880 mg 
(1.87 mmol) of N6-ben2oyl-5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsityl)-3'-deoxyadenosine in 9 mL of DMSO and 9 mL of 

so benzene at room temperature containing 1.80 g (9.37 mmol) of l-(3-dimethylaminopropyl)-3-ethyl-car- 
bodiimlde hydrochloride were added 4 portions of 0.031 mL (0.37 mmol) of dichloroacetic acid at 15 minute 
intervals. Rfteen minutes after the final addition, the reaction mixture was diluted with dichloromethane and 
washed with water adjusted to pH 3 with 1 N aqueous HCI. The aqeuous phase was extracted several times 
with dichloromethane, the combined organic extracts dried over magnesium sulfate, and then concentrated 

55 under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a 75:25 to 100:0 EtOAcmexane 
gradient afforded 694 mg (79 %) of the title compound: Colorless glass. R| = 0.40 (SG. EtOAc); [ab" 
-17.0' (C 1.25, CHCb): IR (CDCI3) 3415. 2960. 2935. 2860. 1775. 1710. 1610. 1590. 1455, 1255. 1240. 1070 
cm-^ ^H-NMR (300 MHz. CDCIa. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 6 0.05. 0.07 (2s. 6H. (CH3)2Si). 0.90 (s. 9H. (CH3)- 
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sCSi). 2.86 (dd. 1H, J = 19.0 Hz. J* = 7.5 Hz. 3'-H). 3.16 (dd. 1H. J = iaO Hz, J'= 7.5 Hz. 3'-H). 3.88 (dd. 1H. 
J = 11.5 Hz. J'=4.0 Hz. 5'-H). 4.02 (dd. IH. J = 11.5 Hz. J' = 3.5 Hz. 5'-H). 4.66 (dddd. 1H, J = J'=7.5 Hz. 
J"a4.0 Hz. J"' = 3.5 Hz. 4'-H), 6.06. (s. IH, V-H) . 7.52 (m. 2H. m-CeHs). 7.61 (m. IH, p-CsHs). 8.02 (m, 
2H. o-CsHs). 8.11. 8.78 (2s. 2H. 2-H. 8-H). 9.03 (bs. IH. NH). DCI/NH3 MS. m/z 468 (M + H) . 240; exact 
s mass calcd for (>23H3oNs04SI (M + H)*: 468.2067. found: 468.2067. 

Example 15 

N6-Benzoyl-y-0-(t43Utyldimethytellyl)-2\3'Kjideoxy-3'-(N\N'Klimethylaminomethylene)-2*^^ 

10 

To 660 mg (1.41 mmol) of N6-benzoyl-5'-0-(l-butyldimethylsilyl)-2',3'-dldeoxy-2'-oxoad8nosine. the 
product of Example 14 were added 13 mL of dimethyffbrmamide dimethylacetal. and the resulting solution 
was immediately immersed In an oil bath which had been preheated to 60 'C After 15 min. the reaction 
mixture was cooled to room temperature and concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the 
75 residue on silica gel with a 99:1 to 93:7 chlorofbrm/methanol gradient afforded 617 mg (84 %) of the title 
compound: 

Light yellow oil. R, = 0.32 (SG. 95:5 CHCI3: MeOH); [ah^ -58.1 (c 1.65. CHCI3): IR (CDCIa) 3405. 2955. 
2930 2855 1705. 1610. 1585. 1450. 1250. 1210 cm"': ^H-NMR(300 MHz. CDCI3. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 6 - 
0.11.'-0.07 (2s, 6H. (CH3)2Si). 0.81 (s. 9H, (CH3)3CSI). 3.21 (bs. 6H. (CHahN). 3.84 (d. 2H. J = 5.0 Hz. 5»-H). 
20 5.45 (ddd. 1H, J = J' = 5 Hz. J" = 1 Hz, 4»-H). 6.29 (s. IH. 1'-H). 7.52 (m. 2H. m-CsHs). 7.61 (m. IH. p-CJsHs). 
7.63 (d. IH. J = 1 Hz. NCH-C). 8.02 (m. 2H. O-CsHs). 8.08 (s. IH. 8-H). 8.84 (S. IH. 2-H), 9.01 (bs. IH. NH); 
FAB MS, m/z 523 (M + H)*. 240. 

Example 16 

25 

N6-Benzoyl-5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-2',3'-dideoxy-3'H3iazo-2*-oxoadenosine 

A solution of trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide in 50 mL 1.2-dichloroethane (prepared from 6.0 mL (35.4 
mmol) of trifluoromethanesulfonic acid and 13.6 g of sodium azide according to the procedure of Step 5 of 

30 Example 22) was added to 600 mg (1.148 mmol) of N6-benzoyl-5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-2\3'-dideoxy-3'- 
(N'.N*-dimethylaminomethyIene)-2'-oxoadenosine. the product of Example 15, and the resulting solution was 
heated a 60 ' C for 2 hours. The reaction mixture was then concentrated to a volume oflO mL and applied 
to a silica gel column. Elution with a 1:3 to 100:0 EtOAcfliexane gradient, followed by elution with 1:9 
MeOH/EtOAc afforded 409 mg (72 %) of the title compound: Ught yellow amorphous solid. R| = 0.34 (SG. 

35 7:3 EtOAc:hexane); [ah^^ -57.5* (c 1.31. CHCI3); IR (CDCI3) 3405. 3005. 2955. 2930. 2855. 2115. 1700. 
1610 1590. 1455, 1365. 1330, 1250 cm'^; 'H-NMR (300 MHz. CDCI3. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 5 0.10. 0.11 (2s. 
6H. (*CH3)2Si). 0.91 (5, 9H. (CH3)3CSi). 4.02 (dd. IH. J = 9.5 Hz. J' =^5.0 Hz. y-H).4.06 (dd. IH. J = 9.5 Hz. 
J' = 7 S Hz, 5'-H). 5.44 (dd. IH. J = 7.5 Hz. J' = 5.0 Hz. 4'-H). 6.37 (s. IH, V-H). 7.53 (m. 2H. m-CeHs). 7.62 
(m. IH. p-CeHs). 8.02 (m. 2H. o-CsHs), 8.07, 8.82 (2s. 2H. H-2, H-8). 9.00 (bs, 1-H. NH); FAB MS, m/z 494 

40 (M + H)*. 240: exact mass calcd for C23H28N70*Si (M + H)*: 494.1972. found: 494,1971. 

Example 17 

N6-Benzoyl-9-((2' R. 3' R. 4' S)-y-MethoxycarbonyM''(t-butyldlmethylsilyloxymethyi)-2'-oxetanyl)adenlne 

45 

A solution of 104 mg (0.211 mmol) of N6-benzoyl-5'-0-(t-butyIdimethylsilyl)-2\y-dideoxy-3'-diazo-2'- 
oxoadenosine. the product of Example 16. in 60 mL of methanol was purged with argon for 60 minutes and 
then irradiated with a 450 W Hanovia mercury arc lamp through a pyrex filter for 30 minutes at room 
temperature. An additional 114 mg (0.231 mmol) N6-benzoyl-5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-3'- 

60 diazo-2'-oxoadenoslne, the product of Example 16. in 55 mL of methanol was purged with argon for 60 
minutes and then irradiated with a 450 W Hanovia mercury arc lamp through a pyrex filter for 25 minutes at 
room temperature. The resulting solutions were combined and concentrated under reduced pressure. 
Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a 9:1 to 4:6 dichlormethane/acetone gradient followed by 
further chromatography on silica gel with 8:2 EtOAC/hexane afforded 53 mg (24 %) of the title compound: 

55 Colorless oil. R, = 0.41 (SG. 7:3 EtOAc:hexan8); [ajo" -18.4' (c 1.59. CHCI3): IR (CDCI3) 3405. 2955. 
2930. 2860. 1740. 1710. 1610. 1585. 1455. 1250. 1240. 1215 cm - ; 'H-NMR (300 MHz. CDCI3. TMS = 
0.00 ppm) 5 0.18. 0.20 {2s. 6H, (CH3)2Si), 0.97 (s. 9H. (CHijaCSi). 3.81 (s. 3H. OCH3), 3.94 {dd. IH. J = 12.5 
Hz. J*= 3.0 Hz, 5*-H). 4.13 (dd. IH. J«12.5 Hz. J" = 2.5 Hz. 5'-H). 4.54 (dd. IH. J = 7.0 Hz. J' = 6.5 Hz. 2'-H). 
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490 (ddd 1H J = 70 Hz. J' = 3.0 Hz. J" = 2.5 Hz. 4'-H). 6.86 (d. IN. 6.5 Hz. I'-H), 7.54 (m. 2H, m-CsHs). 
762 (m 1H. p-CcHs). 8.03 (m. 2H. o-CcHs). 8.68 (s. 1H. H^). 8.84 (s. IH. H-2). 9.03 (bs. 1H. NH); DCI/NH3 
MS. m/z 498 (M + N)*. 240; exact mass calcd for C2*H32N505SI (M + H) : 498.2173, found (FAB MS): 
498.2174. 

5 

Example 18 

9-((2' a 3* R. 4' S)'3'-HydroxymethyMMt-butytdimethylsilyloxymethylh2'-oxe^ 

10 To a stirred solution of 32 mg (0.064 mmol) of N6-b8nzoyl-9-((2' R, 3' R. 4* S)-3--methoxycarbonyKMt- 
butyldimethylsilyIoxym8thyl)-2'-oxetanyl)adenlne, the product of Example 17. in 2 mL of EtOH were added 
32 mg (0.845 mmol) of sodium borohydride. After 5 hours at room temperature, the reactior) mixture was 
poaced in a - 20 ' C freezer for 70 hours, and then allowed to warm to room temperature. The reaction 
mixture was diluted with 50 mL of saturated aqueous NaCI. extracted with 3 x 75 mL portions of 

76 dichloromethane. dried over magnesium sulfate, and then concentrated under reduced pressure. 
Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with 95:5 chloroform/methanol afforded 17.2 mg (74 %) of the 
title compound: Colorless oil. R, = 0,31 (SG. 90:10 CHCl3:MeOH); +2.7 (c 0.59. CHCIg); IR (CDCI3) 
3525 3415 2955. 2925. 2855. 1630. 1580, 1470. 1250 cm'^ ^H-NMR (300 MHz. CDCI3. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 
60 11' 0.13 (2s. 6H. (CH3)2Si). 0.89 (s. 9H. (CH3)3CSi). 2.07 (bs. 1H. OH). 3.58 (dddd, 1H. J = 8.0 Hz. J' = 6.5 

20 Hz J" = 5.5 Hz, J- = 4.5 Hz. 2'-H), 3.77 (dd, IH. J = 12.5 Hz. J' =3.0 Hz. 5'-H). 3.91 (dd. 1H, J = 11. 5 Hz. 
J' =4 5 Hz 3*-H) 4.00 (dd. 1H, J = 12.5 Hz, J' = 3.0 Hz, 5*-H). 4.04 (dd. IH, J = 11.5 Hz. J* = 8.0. 3*-H), 4.69 
(ddd.'lH. J = 6.5 Hz. J» = J" = 3.0 Hz. 4'-H) . 5.84 (bs. 2H. NH2). 6.48 (d. IH. J = 5.5 Hz. I'-H). 8.31. 8.42 (2s. 
2H, H-2. H-8): DCI/NH3 MS. m/z 366 (M + H)*. 

25 Example 19 

9-((2' R, 3' R, 4' S)-3', 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)adenine 

To a solution of 11.8 mg (0.0323 mmol) of 9-((2' R. 3" R. 4' S) -3'-hydroxymethyl-4'-(t-butyldimethyl- 
30 sllyIoxym6thyl)-2'K>xetanyl)adenine. the product of Example 18. in 2 mL of methanol at room temperature 
were added 0.008 mL of chlorotrimethylsilane. After 105 minutes, the reaction mixture was diluted 4 mL of 
methanol and then treated with a sufficient amount of a highly cross lined basic ion exchange resin 
(hydroxide form) so that the apparent pH of the solution on wet pH paper was 8. The resin was removed by 
filtration and the filtrate concentrated under reduced pressure to afford 7.7 mg (95 %) of the title 
ss compound: Amorphous white solid. R, = 0.20 (SG. 80:20 CHCl3:MeOH); [ah^^ -41.3 (c 0.65, pyridine); 
^H-NMR (300 MHz. D2O, HOD = 4.80 ppm) 5 3.81 (dddd. IH. J = 6 Hz. J' =6 Hz. J" = 6 Hz. J'" -6 Hz. 2'- 
H) 3 84 (dd. IH. J = 14 Hz, J' =3.0 Hz. 5'-H). 3.90 (dd. IH. J = 14 Hz. J'=6 Hz. 3'-H). 3.93 (dd. 1H, J = 14.0 
Hz J' =2 5 Hz 5'-H),3.94 (dd. IH. J = 14 Hz, J' = 6 Hz. 3'-H). 4.78 (ddd. 1H. J = 6.0 Hz. J' = 3.0 Hz. J" = 2.5 
Hz 4'-H) 6 47 (d. IH, J = 6.0 Hz. V-H). 8,12. 8.53 (2s. 2H. H-2. H-S): '^C-NMR (125.8 MHz. D2O. CH3CN = 
40 1.40 ppm.) 5 45.17. 59.61. 63.06, 79.83. 82.32. 119.10. 141.22. 148.94. 153.22. 156.08; FAB MS . m/z 252 
(M + H)*. 

Example 20 

45 9-((2* R. 3' R. 4' SyZ\ 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)guanine 

This compound was prepared by substituting 5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-3'-deoxyguanosine (obtained by 
the treatment of 3*-deoxyguanoslne with 1.2 equivalents of t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride in pyridine) for 5'-0- 
(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-3'-deoxyadenosine in Example 13 and following the procedures disclosed in Examples 
50 13-19. 

Example 21^ 

1-([2'R.3'R.4'S>3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)5-methyluracll 

Step 1: 5-Methyl-3'-deoxyuridine 

2\5'-bis«H4"-Chloro)benzoyl)-5^ethyl-3*-deoxyuridine (M. Saneyoshi, et al. Chem Pharm BuH. 30. 



55 
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2223-7 (1982)) was deprotected in methanolic sodium methoxide. The 2',5'-b}s(0-(4"-chloro)benzoyl)-5- 
methyI-3'-deoxyuridlne (12.53 g. 24.19 mmol) was dissolved in 1 L of methanol {MeOH) containing 2.613 g 
(48.38 mmol) of sodium methoxide. The reaction mixture was stin^d at ambient temperature for approxi- 
mately 1.5 h. At this time TLC analysis on silica ge! plates eluted with 10% MeOH in methylene chloride 

5 indicated that the reaction had gone to completion. The solution was concentrated under reduced presure 
and diluted with water. The aqueous solution was neutralized with Amberlite IR-120® acidic resin and the 
resultant suspension filtered. The filtrate was concentrated under reduced pressure and the residue taken 
up In dry pyridine. The pyridine was removed In vacuo and the residue redlssolved in dry pyridine and 
reconcentrated In vacuo. The residue was dried in vacuo for approximately 64 h at ambient temperature to 

10 yield 8.6 g of the title compound, which was taken on to the next step without purification. 

Step 2: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-5-methyl-3'-deoxyuridine 

5-Methyl-3'-deoxyuridine. from Step 1. was dissolved in 150 mL of dry pyridine and 3.6 g (24 mmol) of 
IS t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride was added in 4 portions at 4 times (t): t=0 h. t«2 h, t=3 h and at t=3.75 h. 
After 4.5 h, 8 mL of methanol was added to the reaction mixture and the reaction mixture was stin-ed for 0.5 
h, then concentrated under reduced pressure to approximately 25% of volume. The concentrated reaction 
mixture was diluted with ethyl acetate, washed with dilute aqueous sodium bicarbonate solution and then 
concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by column chromatography on a 5 cm x 37 
20 cm silica gel column eluted with 90% ethyl acetate in hexane. The fractions containing the desired product 
were combined and concentrated In vacuo to give 7.27 g (84,4% yield based on 24.19 mmol of 2',5'-bis(0- 
(4"-chIoro)benzoyl)-5-methyl-3'-deoxyuridine) of 5*-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-5-methyi-3'-deoxyuridine, [ah = 
- 19.6' (c, 1.42, MeOH). Analysis calculated for C16H28N2O5SI: C, 53,98; H. 751: N. 7.87. Found: C. 54.01; 

H, 7.85; N, 7.79. 

25 

Step 3: y-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxyS*methyl-2'-oxo-ijridine 

Chromium trioxide (7.63 g, 76.3 mmol) was added to 150 mt of dry methylene chloride containing 
12,059 g (152,6 mmol) of pyridine. The mixture was stirred for 15 minutes. In a separate flask. 793 mg 

30 (19.08 mmol) of 5'-0-(t-butyldlmethylsilyl)-5-methyl-3'-deoxyuridlne from Step 2 was dissolved in approxi- 
mately 100 mL of methylene chloride. The chromium trioxide-pyridine solution was added to the solution of 
5'-(t-butyldimethylsliyl)-5-methyi-3'-deoxy-uridine and 1.946 g (19.08 mmol) of acetic anhydride was added 
immediately. After stirring at ambient temperature for 0.5 h. the reaction mixture was diluted with 
approximately 250 mL of ethyl acetate then filtered through Celite filter aid and through florlsll eluted with 

36 ethyl acetate. The solvent was evaporated and the residue purified on silica gel eluted with 90% ethyl 
acetate in hexanes. The title compound was obtained in 59.6% yieW (4.08 g). [ag' - +38.0 (c. 1.31, 
MeOH). Analysis calculated for C16H26N2O5SI: C, 54.24; H. 7,34; N, 7.91. 
Found: C. 54.25; H, 7.36; N. 7.88 

40 Step 4: 5'-OKt-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2\3'-dideoxy-3MN.NKiimethylaminomethylene)-5-methy^ 

5'-0-{t-Butyldimethylsilyi)-2',3'-dideoxy-5-methyl-2'-oxo-uridine (3.854 g. 10.9 mmol) from Step 3 was 
dissolved in 50 mL of dry dimethylformamide (DMF) and 1,74 mL (1.56 g. 13.1 mmol) of N.N-dimethylfor- 
mamide dimethylacetal was added. The reaction mixture was heated in an oil bath at 50 C for 40 min. The 
45 solvent was evaporated in vacuo and the residue purified on a silica gel column, the product eluting with 
5% methanol in methylene "chioiide to give 2.512 g (56.3% yield) of the title compound, [ag^ ~ -84.2 (c, 

I. 44, MeOH). DCl MS M/Z: (M + H)* 410. 

Step 5: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-3'-diazo-5-methyl'2'-oxo-uridine 

so . . 

5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsllyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-3'-(N.N-dimethyiamino-methylene)-5-methyl-2'-oxo-undine 

{2.512 g. 6.1 mmol). from Step 4. was dissolved in 10 mL of 1 .2-dichloroethane and a freshly prepared 

solution of trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide was added. The trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide solution was 

prepared as follows: Sodium azide (19.8 g. 0.305 mol) was dissolved in 50 mL of water and 62 ml of 1.2- 

55 dichloroethane was added. The mixture was cooled in an ice bath and 17.2 g (61 mmol) of trifluor- 

methanesulfonyl anhydride was added dropwise. After the addition was complete, the mixture was stirred at 

0' C for 2 h. 1.2-Dichloroethane (10 mL) was added, the layers separated and the aqueous layer extracted 

with 2 X 5 mL of 1 .2-dichloroethane. The combined organic layer was washed with 1 N sodium hydroxide 
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solution and brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate and filtered. 

The reaction mi)cture was heated in an oil bath at 60* C for 2 h and concentrated (to approximately 30 
mL) under reduced pressure. The solution was chromatographed on a silica gel column (3.0 X 30 cm) 
eluted with 50% ethyl acetate in hexanes. Tlie product obtained was repurifled on a slUca gel column (3.0 X 
5 31 cm) eluted with 2% methanol in methylene chloride to give 1.74 g (75.1% yield) of the title compound. 
[a]g3 = +3.7* (c, 1.23, MeOH). Analysis calculated for deHz+N^OsSi: C. 50.28; H. 8.30; N, 14.73. 
Found: C. 50.28; H, 6.30; N, 14.73. 

Step 6: l-([2'R,3'R.4'SH'-((t-Butyidimethylsilyl)oxymethyi)-3'-methoxycarbonyl"2'H)xetanyl>»methyl^ 

70 

5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2',3'-dideoxy-3'-dia20-5-methyl-2*-oxo-uridine (1.638 g. 4.31 mmol). from Step 
5. was dissolved in 1.5 L of methanol. The methanol solution was added to a water-cooled pyrex photolysis 
cell and nitrogen was passed through for 20 minutes. It was then in-adiated in 150 mL batches for 20 
minutes with a 450 W Hanovia lamp. The solutions were agitated during the in-adiation by bubbling nitrogen 
IS through them. The individual batches were chadded by TLC (on silica gel plates eluted with 90% ethyl, 
acetate In hexanes) then combined and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by 
chromatography on silica gel eluted with 50% ethyl acetate in hexanes to give 0.858 g (51.8% yield) of the 
title compound, [a]^ = -2.9' (c, 1.19, MeOH). Analysis calculated for Ci7H28N205Si: 
C. 53.12; H. 7.29; N, 7.29. Found: C, 52.97; H. 7.28; N, 7.28. 

20 

Step 7: 1-([2'R,3'R.4*$h4'-((t-Butyldimethylsiiyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl'2'-oxetanyl)5-methyl-uracli 

1-{r2'R.3*a4'Sl-4'-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methoxycari3onyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methylHjr 
(0.597 g.Tsrmmol). from Step 6. was dissolved in 10 mL of ethanol with cooling in an ice bath. Sodium 

25 borohydride (0.586 g. 15.5 mmol) was added and the reaction mixture was stirred for 0.5 h. The reaction 
mixture was then diluted with methylene chloride and washed with pH 6 phosphate buffer solution. The 
organic layer was washed with brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, filtered and concentrated 
under reduced pressure. The residue was purified on a silica gel column (3x18 cm) eluted with 90% ethyl 
acetate in hexanes to give 0.28 g (50.7% yield) of the title compound, [a]g^ = +14.9* (c, 0,57, MeOH). 

30 Analysis calculated for Ci e Has N20sSi: C, 53.98; H, 7.92; N, 7.87. 
Found: C. 53.77: H. 7.86; N, 7,77. 

Step 8: 1-([2'R,3'R,4'S]-3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyt)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil 

35 i.({2'R,3'R.4'SHX(t-Buty!dimethylsilyI)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'«oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil (0.102 
g, 0.287 mol)~was dissolved in dry THF and 90.45 mg (0.29 mmol) of tetra-n-butylammonium fluoride was 
added. The mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 h and 16.4 ^tL of glacial acetic acid was added. 
The resultant solution was concentrated in vacuo. Water was added to remove the residual THF as an 
azeotrope with water. The residue was dissolved in water. A reverse phase chromatography column was 

40 prepared by slunying 43 g of C-18 paclcing material in methanol and pouring the slurry into a 2.2 X 26 cm 
column. The column was washed with 400 mL of water prior to applying the aqueous solution of the crude 
product The column was eluted with 180 mL of water, 100 mL of 5% methanol In water and 50 mL of 10% 
methanol in water to give 66 mg (95% yield) of the title compound. 

[a]23 = +28.08* (c 0.955, MeOH); FAB MS, M/Z: 243 (M + H)*; exact mass calculated for CioHisNaOs: 
45 243.0981 (M + H)*. Found: 243.0982; 'H NMR (CD3OD) d 1.91 (d. 3H. J = 1.5 Hz), 3.30 (m, 1H, obscured by 
CD2HOD). 3.64 (dd. 1H. J = 13 Hz. J" =3 Hz). 3.74 (dd. 1H. J = 11.5 hz, J' = 5 Hz). 3.79 (dd, 1H, J = 11. 5 Hz. 
J' = 5 Hz), 3.84 (dd, 1H. J = 13 Hz. J' = 2.5 Hz). 4.55 (ddd, 1H. J = 7 Hz, J' = 2.5 Hz. J" = 3 Hz). 6.34 (d, 1H. 
J = 6 Hz). 8.33 (q, 1H. J = 1.5 Hz). 

50 Example 22 

l-([2'R.3'R.4'Sh3*.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 

Step 1: 4-(N-Acetyl)-2'.5'-bis(0-(4"-chloro)benzoyl)-3'-deoxycytidine 

55 

4-N-Acetyt cytosine (1.935 g, 12.6 mmol). prepared as described by P.Angibeaud. et al. in Carbohy- 
drate Research. 78. 195-204 (1980). was dissolved in 100 mL of hexamethyldisilazane containing 50 mg of 
immonium sulfatTand the solution was heated at reflux temperature for 3 h. Solvent was then removed by 
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azeotropic distillation vwth toluene. The residue was dried in vacuo for 1 h and then dissolved in 30 mL of 
acetonitrile. l-0-Acetyl-2,5-bis(0-(4*-chloro)ben2oyl)-3'-deoxyribose (5.145 g. 11.4 mmol) dissolved in 30 
mL of acetonitrile was added, followed by 3.85 g (1.73 mU 14.8 mmol) of tin tetrachloride. The solution was 
stirred at ambient temperature overnight and the solvents evaporated under reduced pressure. Saturated 

5 aqueous sodium bicarbonate solution was added to neutralize the residue and ethanol was added before 
removing the water under vacuum. The solid residue was extracted three times with hot acetone. The 
combined filtrate (the acetone solution) was concentrated under reduced pressure and the residue triturated 
with isopropyl alcohol to give 3.70 g of the desired product A small amount (0.438 g) of the desired product 
also crystallized from the isopropyl alcohol "mother liquor". The solid which had been extracted with hot 

JO acetone was found to contain additional product which was extracted with two portions of methylene 
chloride. The total yield of 4-(N-acetyl)-2\y-bis(0-(4"-chloro)benzoyl)-3'-deoxycytidlne was 5,01 g (84.5% 
yield). 

The 1-0-acetyl-2,5-bis(0-(4'-chloro)ben2oyl)-3*-deoxyribose used In the above synthesis was prepared 
as follows: Adenosine was converted to 2',3*-dideoxy-2',3*-epoxyadenosine by the method described by F. 

15 Hansske and J. Robins In Tetrahedron Letters , 4295-8 (1985) using 100:1 acetonitrile:water as solvent, not 
10:1 as reported. The epoxide was reduced to 3'-deoxyadenine as described in the same reference, using 
2.1 equivalents of lithium triethylborohydride in THF, Instead of the 12.5 equivalents of lithium triethyl- 
borohydride in DMSO reported. Benzoyl protecting groups were introduced as described by M. Sanyoshl. 
et al. in Chem Pharm Butt. 30. 2223-7 (1982) and the sugar was cleaved from the purine base as described 

20 in the samileferencervSiBilh exception that 1 equivalent, not 15 equivalents as reported) of concentrated 
sulfuric acid was used. 

Step 2: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsllyl)-3'-deoxycytidine 

25 4-(N-Acetyt)-2'.5'-bis(0-(4"-chloro)benzoyl)-3'-deoxycytidine (5.0 g. 9.8 mmol). from Step 1. was treated 
with 200 mL of methanol and 200 mL of concentrated ammonium hydroxide at 55* C for 5.5 h. The solvent 
was evaporated under reduced pressure and the residue dried under vacuum overnight The dry residue 
was dissolved in 40 mL of dry pyridine and 1.447 g (9.6 mmol) of t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride was added. 
After the reaction mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 50 minutes a second 9.6 mmol portion of t- 

30 butyldlmethylsilyl chloride was added, followed by 1.632 g (24 mmol) of Imidazole. After stirring the reaction 
mixture for approximately 3 h. 5 mL of methanol was added and the solution stirred for approximately 0.5 h. 
The solution was concentrated under reduced pressure to approximately 1/3 of original volume and diluted 
with methylene chloride. The resultant solution was partitioned between saturated aqueous sodium bicar- 
bonate and ethyl acetate and the layers separated. The organic layer was dried over anhydrous magnesium 

35 sulfate, filtered and concentrated in vacuo. The residue was purified on a silica gel column (3 X 30 cm) 
eluted with 10% methanol In metFylene chloride. Fractions containing the incompletely purified product 
were combined, concentrated under reduced pressure and rechromatographed on a silica gel column (2 X 
40 cm) eluted with 10% methanol in methylene chloride to give the desired product. The pure product from 
the first and second column were combined to give 1.38 g (42% yield) of 5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-3'- 

40 deoxycytidine. MS DCI M/Z: 342 (M + H)*. 

Step 3: 5'-0-(t-Butyldlmethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-4-(N-(N'.N'-dimethyl)amlnomethylene)-2'-oxo-cytidine 

5'-0-(t-Butyldlmethylsllyl)-3'-deoxvcyt}dlne (0.49 g. 1.473 mmol). from Step 2. was dissolved in 15 mL 
45 of dimethyformamlde containing 1.33 mL (10 mmol) of N.N-dlmethylformamide dimethyl acetal and the 
solution was stirred at ambient temperature for 4 h. The solvent was removed in vacuo to give 5'-0-(t- 
butyldimethylsllyl)-3'-deoxy-4-(N-(N'.N'-dimethyI)amlnomethyiene)-cytidinewhich was taken on without pu- 
rification. 

Dimethylsulfoxide (209 iiL, 2.70 mmol) was added to 8 mL of dry methylene chloride and the solution was 
50 cooled In a dry Ice-acetone bath. Oxalyl chloride (193 t^l. 2.21 mmol) was added, followed by (after 17 
minutes) 5'-0-(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-3'-deoxy-4-(N-(N',N'-dimethyl)aminomethylene)-cytidlne dissolved in 4 
mL of methylene chloride. After stirring the reaction mixture for 35 minutes at -78 C, 819 nL of 
triethylamine was added and after an additional 45 minutes, approximately 3 mL of 10% aqueous citric acid 
solution was added. The reaction mixture was then allowed to warm to ambient temperature and diluted with 
55 methylene chloride, washed with 10% citric acid solution, saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate solution 
and brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, filtered and concentrated under reduced pressure to 
give 0.61 g of the title compound, which was taken on to the next step without purification. 
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Step 4: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)>2\3'-dldeoxy-4-(N-(N\N'-dimethylamino)methy 
d}friethylafriinbmethylene)-2'-oxo--cytidine 

5'-0-(t-Butyldimemylsilyl)-2\3*<lideoxy-4-(N-(N\N'-dlmethyl)aminom^ from Step 

5 3 was dissolved in 5 mL of dimethylformamide and 1.37 mL (10.3 mmol) of N,N-dimethylformamide 
dimethyl acetal was added. The solution was stinted at amt)ient temperature for 4.33 h and concentrated in 
vacuo to give 0.66 g of title compound, which was taken on to the next step without purification. 

Step 5: 5''C>(t-Butyldimethylsilyi)-3'Kiiazo-2\3'Kiideoxy-4>(N>(N\N'<limethylamino)methyte^^^ 
10 cytidine ~ 

Trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide was prepared as follows: Trifluoromethanesulfonyl anhydride (3.72 mL, 
22.1 mmol) was added slowly to a mixture of 7.182 g (10.5 mmol) of sodium azide In 18 mL of wafer and 
21 mL of 1.2-dichloroethane. cooled in an ice bath. The mixture was stirred in an ice beSJn for 2 h, diluted 

15 with 4 mL of 1 ,2-dichloroethane and the layers separated. The aqueous layer was extracted with 2 x 4 mL 
of 1,2-dichloroethane. The combined organic extract was washed with 1 M aqueous sodium hydroxide 
solution and brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate. 5'-0-(t-ButyIdimethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-4-(N- 
(N',N'-dimethylamino)methylene)-3'-(N'.N'-dlmethylamino)methylene)-2'-oxo-cytidine from Step 4 was added 
to 20 mL of tfie trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide solution and the reaction mixture was heated in a 60 C oil 

20 bath for 2 h. filtered and partially concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by flash 
chromatography on a silica gel column (1.5 X 33 cm) eluted with 5% methanol in methylene chloride to 
give the title compound MS DCI M/Z: 421 (M-t-H)\ 

Step 6: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethyl8ilyl)-3'-dia20'2\3'-dideoxy-2*-oxo-cytldine 

25 

5*-0-(t-Butyldimethyisilyl)-3*-diazo-2'.3'-dldeoxy-4-(N-(N',N'-dimethylamino)methylene)-2'-oxo-cytidine 
(1 .4 g (3.3 mmol), from Step 5. was dissolved in 500 mL of methanol and 104 mg pyridinium p-tosy!ate was 
added. The resultant solution was allowed to stand at ambient temperature overnight then concentrated to 
approximately 75 mL, diluted with ethyl acetate, washed with saturated aqueous sodium bicartwnate 
30 solution and brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, filtered and concentrated. The residue was 
purified on a silica gel column (3 x 24 cm) eluted with 5% methanol in methylene chloride, followed by 10% 
methanol in methylene chloride to give 709 mg (59% yield) off the tiUe compound. MS DCI M/Z: 366 
(M + H)*. 

35 Step 7: 1>([2'R,3'R,4'SH''((t-Butyldimethylsiiyl)oxymethyl)'3'-methoxycarbonyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 

5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-3'-diazo-2',3'-dideoxy-2'-oxo-cytidine (0.610 g, 1.67 mmol), from Step 5, was 
dissolved in 650 mL of methanol. The methanol solution was added to a water-cooled pyrex photolysis cell 
and nitrogen was passed through for 20 minutes. It was then irradiated in 160 mL batches for 20 minutes 
40 with a 450 W Hanovia lamp. The solutions were agitated during the irradiation by bubbling nitrogen through 
them. The individual batches were checked by TLC (on silica gel plates eluted with 90% ethyl acetate in 
hexanes) then combined and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by 
chromatography on silica gel (1.5 X 30 cm) eluted with 5% methanol in methylene chloride to give 188 mg 
(30% yield) of the title compound. MS DCI M/Z: 370 (M + H)*. 

45 

Step 8: 1'([2*R.3'R.4'S>4'-((t-Butyldimethylsllyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyt-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 

V([2'R.3'R,4'Sl-4'-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methoxycarbonyl-2'-oxetanyi)cytosine (249 mg. 
0.674 mrnbl) Tobtiined by combining the product of Step 6 above and another batch of the same product 

50 prepared by the same method) was dissoved in 25 mL of absolute ethanol and the resultant solution was 
cooled in an ice bath. Sodium borohydride (260 mg. 6.87 mmol) was added to the above solution and the 
reaction mixture was stin-ed for 2.25 h. The reaction mixture was then diluted with 125 mL of methylene 
chloride and the resultant solution was washed with pH 6 phosphate buffer. The phases were separated and 
the organic layer was washed with brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, filtered and concentrated 

55 under reduced pressure. The residue (236 mg) was purified by flash chromatography on a silica gel column 
(1.0 X 22 cm) eluted with a step-gradient of 5%. 10% and 20% methanol in chloroform to afford 180 mg 
(78.3% yield) of the title compound. MS DCI M/Z: 342 (M + H)*, 370 (M + C2HS)* 
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Step 9: 1-([2'R.3'R,4'S]'3'.4'-Bi5(hydroxymethyl)-2*-oxetanyl)cytosine 

1-([2'R.3*R,4'SK-((t-Butyldim8thylsilyl)oxymemyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)c^^^ (83 mg. 0.243 
mmol) from Step 7 above, was dissolved In 2 mL of dry THF and 77 mg (0.243 mmol) of n-butylammonium 

5 fluoride was added. Immediately upon addition of the n-butylammonium fluoride, the solution became turbid 
and a precipitate formed. After stirring at ambient temperature for 0.5 h. the reaction mixture was diluted 
with methylene chloride containing 14 til (0.243 mmol) of glacial acetic acid. Methanol was added to form a 
solution. The solvents were evaporated in vacuo and the residue dissolved in water. The aqueous solution 
was purified on a reverse phase (Cia) column packed with water and eluted with water followed by 5% 

TO methanol in water to afford 36.9 mg (66.9% yield) of the title compound, [aff - +64.4* (c. 0.83, H2O). MS 
DCI M/Z: 228 (M + H)*. NMR (CD3OD) d 3.07 (dddd, 1H. JaJ' = J"=J"'=6 Hz). 3,61 (dd. 1H. J = 13 Hz. 
J'=3 Hz). 3.80 (dd, 1H. J = 13 Hz. J'=3 Hz). 3.83 (d. 2H, J = 6 Hz). 4.60 <ddd. 1H. J=6 Hz. J'=J- = 3 Hz), 
5.94 (d, 1H. J=8 Hz), 6.20 (d. 1H. J=6 Hz), 8.30 (d. 1H, J=8 Hz). 

15 Example 23 

1-([2'R.3'R,4'Sl-3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyi)-2*-oxetanyi)uracii 

Step 1: 5'-0-Benzoyl-3'-deoxy-2'-epi'3'-iodouridine 

1-(5'-0-Benzoyl-2',3'-epoxy-B-D-lyxo-furanosyl)uracil, prepared as described in Codington, et al. J Org 
Chem. 27, 163 (1962). (2.0 g. 6.1 mmol), anhydrous sodium iodide (2.4 g. 16 mmol), gladai acetic acid (8.0 
rHiTindl-butanone (100 mL) were combined at ambient temperature and heated at reflux temperature 
under nitrogen for approximately 19 h. The reaction mixture was concentrated In vacuo and the residue was 

25 triturated with 100 mL of water containing approximately 50 mg of sodium thiosulfate. The solution was 
decanted and then the residue was dissolved in ethyl alcohol. TTie ethyl alcohol solution was concentrated 
under reduced pressure and the residue (2.67 g) was dissolved In methanol. The methanol solution was 
adsorbed onto 4 g of silica gel in vacuo at 40* C and applied to a silica gel column (2,8 X 50 cm). The 
column was eluted at 10 pst with SK) mL of 5% methanol in methylene chloride followed by 500 mL of 10% 

30 methanol in methylene chloride to give 2.4 g (86% yield) of the title compound. MS DCI: 459 (M + H) . 476 
(M + NHi)*. 

Step 2: 5*-0-Benzoyl-2'-epi-3'-deoxyuridine 

35 5'-OBen2oyl-3'-deoxy-2'-epi-3'-rodouridine (15.0 g, 32.7 mmol). from Step 1, was dissolved in 200 mL 
of freshly distilled tetrahydrofuran (THF) and 12.4 g (42.6 mmol) of tri-n-buty!tln hydride was added. The 
reaction mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 h under a nitrogen atmosphere. The solvent was 
removed in vacuo and the residue was dissolved in 1,5 L of acetonltrile. The acetonltrile solution was 
washed with 40(250 mL of hexane and concentrated to a whit© solid. The solid was dissolved in 100 mL of 

40 boiling absolute ethanol and precipitated from the ethanol solution at 4*C, The precipitate was filtered and 
dried to constant weight to give 9,25 g (87% yield) of the title compound. MS DCI: 333 (M + H) . 350 
(M + NH*)*. 

Step 3: 2'-epi-3'-Deoxyuridine 

45 

5'-0-Ben2oyl-2'-epi-3'-deoxyuridine (15.0 g, 32.7 mmol) was combined with 5.65 g of anhydrous 
potassium carbonate in 200 mL of methanol. The mixture was stirred at ambient temperature f or 2 h under 
a nitrogen atmosphere, neutralized with acidic resin, filtered and concentrated under reduced pressure. The 
residue was dissolved in dry pyridine and reconcentrated. The product was then taken on to the next step 
so without purification. 

Step 4: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2''epi-3'-deoxyuridine 

2'.epi-3'-Deoxy uridine, from Step 3, was combined with 250 mL of dry pyridine and 10.5 g (69.7 mmol) 
55 of t-butyldlmethylsilyl chloride and the resultant solution was stirred at ambient temperature overnight under 
a nitrogen atmosphere. Solvent was removed in vacuo and the residue (29 g) was purified by flash 
chromatography {2 psi) on a silica gel column (6 X 35 cm) eluted with 1 .5 L of methylene chloride followed 
by 4 L of 5% methanol in methylene chloride to give 15.96 g (89% yield) of the title compound as a syrup. 
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MS DCt: 343 (M + H)*. 360 (M + NH*)*. 

Step 5: 5'-0-(t'Butyldim9thylsilyi)-2'.3''dlcleoxy'2''Oxo-uridrne 

5 Chromium trioxlde (3.6 g. 36 mmol) was added to 84 mL of freshly distilled methylene chloride 
containing 5.8 mL of dry pyridine and the mixture was stin-ed for 15 minutes at ambient temperature under 
a nitrogen atmosphere. In a separate flask, 3.0 g (8-8 mmol) of 5'-0-(t-butyidlmethylsilyI)-2'-epi-3'- 
deoxyuridine from Step 4 was dissolved in 60 mL of methylene chloride. The chromium trioxide-pyrldine 
solution (63 mL) was added to the nucleoside solution, followed immediately by the addition of 2.5 mL of 

10 acetic anhydride. The reaction mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 45 minutes under a nitrogen 
atmosphere, then diluted with 1 L of ethyl acetate, filtered and passed through florisil (approximately 120 
mL). Solvent was removed in vacuo and the residue (3.2 g) was dissolved in 10 mL of methylene chloride 
and purified by flash chromatography (5 psi) on a silica gel column (2.6 X 43 cm) eluted with 0^ L of 
methylene chloride. 0.5 L of 2% methanol in methylene chloride and 0.5 L of 5% methanol in methylene 

15 chloride to give 2.22 g (74% yield) of the title compound as a syrup. MS DCI: 341 (M + H)*. 

Step 6: 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3'-dideoxy-3'-(N.N-dlmethylaminomethytene)-2'-oxo-uridine 

5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3.-dideoxy-2'-oxo-uridine (2.2 g. 6.45 mmol) was dissolved in 25 mL of dry 
20 dimethylformamide (DMF) and 0.85 g (7.1 mmol) of N.N-dimethylformamide dimethyl acetal was added. 
The reaction mixture was heated to 50'C under a nitrogen atmosphere and stin-ed for 0.5 h. The solvent 
was removed in vacuo and the residue (3.2 g) was dissolved in methylene chloride and purified by flash 
chromatography (Tpif) on a silica gel column (2 X 25 cm) eluted with 200 mL of methylene chloride. 200 
mL of 2% methanol in methylene chloride and 200 mL of 5% methanol in methylene chloride to give 1.78 g 
25 (70% yield) of the title compound. MS DCI: 396 (M + H)*. 418 (M + Na)* 

Step 7: 5'' 0'(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-2'.3''dideoxy-3''diazo-2'-oxo-uridine 

Trifluoromethanesulfonyl anhydride (12.7 g. 7,6 mU 45 mmol) was added slowly to a solution of 14.4 g 
30 of sodium azide in water: 1,2-dichloroethane (1:1. 45 mU45mL) at 0*C. This mixture was stinred vigorously 
for 3 h under a nitrogen atmosphere, then diluted with 45 mL of water. The layers were separated and the 
aqueous layer was extracted with 2 X 45 mL of 1,2-dichloroethane. The combined organic layer was 
washed with 45 mL of 5% aqueous sodium bicarbonate solution, 45 mL of brine, dried over anhydrous 
magnesium sulfate and filtered to yield 135 mL of trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide solution. 
35 5'-0-(t-Butyldimethylsiiyl)-2',3'-dideoxy-3'-(N,N-dlmethylamino-methylene)-2'-oxo-uridine (1.78 g. 4.5 
mmol). from Step 6. was added to the trifluoromethanesulfonyl azide solution and the reaction mixture was 
heated at 60* C for 2.5 h under a nitrogen atmosphere. The solvents were evaporated In vacuo to a syrup 
(2.8 g) which was dissolved in 10 mL of methylene chloride and purified by flash chromatography (5 psi) on 
a silica gel column (2 X 35 cm) eluted with 200 mL of methylene chloride. 200 mL of 1% methanol in 
40 methylene chloride. 200 mL of 2% methanol in methylene chloride and 3% methanol in methylene chloride 
to give 1.27 g (77 % yield) of the title compound. MS DCI: 367 (M + H)*. 

Step 8: 1-[ 2'R.3'R.4'S]-4'-((t-Butyldimethylsi{yl)oxymethyl)'3'-m9thoxycarbonyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

45 5'-0-{t-Butyldimethylsiiyl)-2',3'-dideoxy-3'-diazo-2'-oxo-uridine (1.27 g. 3.47 mmol). from Step 7, was 
dlssoked in 155 mL of methanol and nitrogen gas was passed through the methanol solution for 
approximately 20 minutes. The methanol solution was then irradiated by a 450 W Hanovia lamp for 25 
minutes in a 'water-cooled pyrex photolysis cell then concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue 
(1.26 g) was dissolved In 5mL of methylene chloride and purified by flash chromatography (5 psi) on a silica 

50 gel column eluted with 250 mL of methylene chloride. 500 mL of 1% methanol in methylene chloride and 
500 mL of 2% methanol in methylene chloride to give two isomeric products. The title compound, the 
(2'R.3'R,4'S) isomer, was obtained In 47% yield (604 mg). MS DCI: 371 (M + H)*. 
(2'R.3'R.4'S) isomer, was obtained in 47% yield (604 mg). 

55 Alternate procedure: Base-catalyzed equilibration of the 3'-carbomethoxy epimers (produced by the 
photochemicaily induced ring contraction of tfie diazoketone of step 7) to yield a greater predominance of 
the (2'R. 3'R74^S) isomer 
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To a stirred solution of 3,89 g of the crude photolysate (produced by irradiating 3.6 g (9.8 mmol) of the 
diazoketone of Step 7 of Example 23 In 3.3 L of MeOH according to the procedure of Step 6 of Example 21 
followed by evaporation of methanol) In 75 mL of acetonltrile was added^ 1 .76 mL (1 1 .8 mmol) of 1 .8- 
dia2abicycloI5.4.0]undec-7-ene, and the resulting mixture was heated at 45 ' C. After 35 min, TLC analysis 
indicated complete conversion of the 2'R, 3'S. 4*8 isomer to the 2'R. 3'R. 4'S isomer, and the reaction 
mixture was then poured into dichloromethane, washed with pH 6 phosphate buffer, dried over MgS04, and 
then concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a lOO.O to 98:2 
CHzCl2/MeOH gradient afforded 2.0 g (55 % from the diazoketone) of the title compound. 

Step 9: 1-[2'R.3'R,4'SK-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)uracil 

l-E2'R,3'R,4'Sh4'-((t-ButykjimethyIsilyl)oxymethyl>-3*-methoxycarbonyl-2*-oxetanyl)uracil (0.595 g, 1.61 
mmol). from'^tep 8. was dissolved in 60mL of absolute ethanol and the ethanol solution was cooled, with 
stirring under a nitrogen atmosphere, to 0*C, Sodium borohydride (0.6 g) was added and the reaction 
mixture was stirred for 0.5 h then diluted with 250 mL of methylene chloride. The solution was washed with 
100 mL of pH 6 phosphate buffer solution. 100 mL of brine, dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate, 
filtered and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue (0.563 g) was dissolved In 2 mL of 
methylene chloride and purified by flash chromatography (5-10 psi) on a silica gel column (1 x 45 cm) 
eluted with 100 mL of methylene chloride and 100 mL of 5% methanol in methylene chloride to give 0.5 g 
(92% yield) of the title compound. MS DCI: 343 (M + H)*. 365 (M + Na)*. 

Step 10: 1-([2'R.3'a4'S]-3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

1 -(2'R,3'R.4'SH'-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracll (0.5 g. 1 .46 
mmol), frbm""Step 9, was dissolved in 10 mL of THF and 0.5 g (1.58 mmol) of tetra-n-butylammonlum 
fluoride was added. The solution was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 h under a nitrogen atmosphere 
then concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was dissolved in 50 mL of methylene chloride and 
4 mL of 2% glacial acetic acid in methylene chloride was added. The solvent was removed under reduced 
pressure and the residue purified by flash chromatography (5 psi) on a silica gel column (1 X 45 cm) eluted 
with 100 mL of methylene chloride. 100 mL of 5% methanol in methylene chloride and 200 mL of 10% 
methanol In methylene chloride to give 150 mg (45% yield) of the title compound, [ag^ = +61 * (c, 1.05. 
H2O). MS DCI: 229 (M + H)*, 246 (M + NH*)*. Analysis calculated for C:9Hi2N20s: 

C, 47.36; H, 5.30; N, 12.28. Found: C. 47.24; H. 5.29: N. 12.11. NMR (D20, HOD = 4.80 ppm) 5 3.32 
(dddd, 1 H, J =7 Hz. J* = J- = J""=6 Hz, CHCH3H), 3.74 (dd. 1 H. J = 13.5 Hz. J* = 4 Hz. OCHCHHOH). 3.86 
(dd, 1 H. J = 13.5 Hz, J' =3 Hz. OCHCHHDH). 3.88 (dd, 1 H, J = 12.5 Hz. J* = 5 Hz. OCHCHCHfOH). 4.69 
(ddd, 1 H. J = 7 Hz. J' = 4 Hz, J" = 3 Hz. OCHCH2OH), 5.93 (d. 1 H. J = 8 Hz. NCH = CA^. 6.33 (d. 1 H. J=6 
Hz. OCrtN). 8,26 (s, 1 H. NCH=CH). 

Example 24 

1 -([2'R.3'R.4 'SH'-Hydroxymethyl-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil 

a) i-([2'R,3*R.4'S]-4'-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)-5-methyhuracil (1.8 
g) the product oT step 7 of Example 21. is dissolved in 8 ml of methylene chloride under a nitrogen 
atmosphere. The solution is cooled to 0*C and 1.1 g of triethylamine and 0.69 g of methanesulfonyl 
chloride are added. The reaction mixture is allowed to warni to ambient temperature and stin^ at 
ambient temperature for approximately 2 h. The reaction mixture is diluted with ethyl acetate, washed 
with saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate and brine, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and 
concentrated under reduced pressure to give 1-[2'R.3'R.4'Sh4'-((t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'- 
methanesulfony!oxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracii. 

b) i-[2'R,3'R,4'S]-4'-((t-buyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methane$ulfonyloxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)-5-methyl- 
uracil (0.44 g) Is'dissolved In 0.5 mL of THF under a nitrogen atmosphere. Uthium triethylborohydride 
(1.2 mL of a 1 M solution) is added to the solution of the nucleoside, with stirring, at 0*C. The reaction 
mixture is allowed to warm to ambient temperature and stirred at ambient temperature for 4 h then 
partitioned between ethyl acetate and saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate. The layers are separated 
and the organic phase is washed with brine, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated 
under reduced pressure. The residue is purified by column chromatography to afford 1-((2'R,3'R,4'S]-4'- 
((t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyi)-5-methyl-uracil. 

c) 1 -([2*R,3*R.4'SH'-((t-butyldimethyisilyl)oxymethyl)-3*-methyl-2*-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil is deprotec- 
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ted as described in Step 8 of Example 21 to give the title compound. 
Example 25 

1-([2'R,3'R.4'S]-3'-RuQromethyK'-hydroxymethyl-2''Oxetanyl)'5"methyl-uracil 

The procedures of Example 24(a) can be repeated to obtain 1-([2U3'R.4'S] 4'-«t-butyldimethyIsiIyl)- 
oxymethyl)-3'-methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2'-oxetany!)-5-methyl-uracil. 

1-([2'R.3*R.4'S] 4^((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3*-methanesulfonyloxymethyhZ-oxetanyl)-^^ 
uracil (0.44 g) Is combined with 8 mL of a 1 M solution of n-butylammonium fluoride in THF under a 
nitrogen atmosphere. The reaction mixture is heated at reflux temperature f or 4 h then cooled to ambient 
temperature and concentrated under reduced pressure. Purification by chromatography on silica gel eluting 
with MeOH/ChbCIa affords the desired compound. 

Example 26 

1>([2'R,3'R.4'S>4'-Hydroxymethyl>3''iodomethyl«2'-oxetanyI)-5-methyl-uracil 

a) The procedures of Example 25 can be repeated, replacing n-butyiammonlum fluoride with n- 
butylammonium iodide, to obtain 1-({2'R.3'R.4'S1 4-{(t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-iodomethyl-2*- 
oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uraciI. 

b) The procedure of step 8 of Example 21 can be repeated replacing 1-([2'R.3'R,4'Sl-4'-<(t-butyldimethyl- 
silyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl>-5-methyl-uracilwith the material obtained from Example 
26(a) to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 27 

1 -([2* R, 3*R.4'Sh3'-Azidomethyl>4'-hydroxymethyi-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyt-uracil 

The procedures of Example 26 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonium iodide with n-fautylam- 
monium azide. to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 28 

1-([2'R.3'R.4'S]'3'-Aminomethyl'4*'hydroxymethyt-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil 

a) The procedure of Example 27 can be repeated to obtain 1-((2'R.3'R.4*S}-3*-azidomethyl-4'- 
hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil. 

b) 1-([2'R,3'R.4'S]-3'-Azidomethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'oxetanyl)-5-m8thyl-uradl (0.28 g) is dissolved in 
10 ml oFmethanbl and the methanol solution flushed with nitrogen. The catalyst (2g of 5% palladium on 
carbon) is added and the reaction mixture placed under an atmosphere of hydrogen and stirred at 
ambient temperature for 1 h. The catalyst is removed by filtration through Celile filter aid and rinsed well 
with methanol. The filtrate is concentrated under reduced pressure to afford the desired compound. 

Example 29 

1-([2'R,3'R.4'S3-3'-ChioromethyM'-hydroxymethy!-2*-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil 

The procedures of Example 26 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonium iodide with lithium 
chloride in THF and 2-butanone. to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 30 

1-([2'R.3'R,4'SH'-Hydroxymethyl-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

a) i-([2'R.3*R.4'SH'-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)uracil (1.8 g) the 
product of step "9 of Example 23. is dissolved ir\ 8 mL of methylene chloride under a nitrogen 
atmosphere. The solution is cooled to 0*C and 1.1 g of triethylamine and 0.69 g of methanesulfonyl 
chloride are added. The reaction mixture is allowed to warm to ambient temperature and stirred at 
ambient temperature for approximately 2 h. The reaction mixture is diluted with ethyl acetate, washed 
with saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate and brine, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and 
concentrated under reduced pressure to give 1-(2U3'R,4'SK-((t-butyldlmethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'- 
methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)uracil. 

b) i-([2'R.3'R.4*SH'-((t-Butyldimelhylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2'K)xelanyl)urad 
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(0.44 g) is dissolved in 0.5 mL of THF under a nitrogen atmosphere. Uthlum Jiethylborohydride (1.2 mL 
of a 1 M solution) is added to the solution of the nucleoside, with stirring, at 0* C. The reaction mixture is 
allowedTto warm to ambient temperature and stln'ed at ambient temperature for 4 h then partitioned 
between ethyl acetate and saturated sodium bicarbonate. The layers are separated and the organic 
phase is washed with brine, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated under reduced 
pressure. The residue is purified by column chromatography to afford 1-<[2'R,3'R.4'SH'-((t-butyl- 
dimethylsllyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil. 

c) 1-([2'R,3U4'SK-({t-Butyldlmethylsllyl)oxymethyl>-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil is deprotected as de- 
scribed In Step B of Example 21 to give the title compound. 
Example 31 

1-((2'R.3'R.4'S)-3'-Fluoromethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracll 

The procedures of Example 30(a) can be repeated to obtain 1-([2'R,3'R,4*SH'-({t-btJtyldimethylsllyl)- 
oxymethyl)-3'-methanesulfbnyloxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)uracii. 

1-{[2'R.3'R,4*S]-4'-<(t-8utyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3*-methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil (0.44 
g) is combined with 8 mL of a 1 M solution of n-butylammonium fluoride in THF under a nitrogen 
atmosphere. The reaction mixture is heated at reflux temperature for 4 h then cooled to ambient 
temperature and concentrated under reduced pressure, purification by chromatography on silica gel eluting 
with MeOH/CH2Cl2 affords the desired compound. 

Example 32 

1-((2'R.3'R.4'$H''Hydroxymethyl-y-iodomethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uraci[ 

a) The procedures of Example 31 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonlum fluoride with n- 
butylammonium iodide, to obtain l-<t2'R,3*R,4'S] 4'-((t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-iodomethyl-2'- 

oxetanyOuracil. 

b) The procedure of Step 8 of Example 21 can be repeated replacing 1-([2*R,3U4'SK-((t-butyl- 
dim6thylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uractl with the material obtained from 
Example 32(a) to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 33 

l-([2'R.3'R.4'S]-3'-Azldomethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracll 

a) The procedures of Example 32 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonlum Iodide with n-butylam- 
monium azide, to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 34 

1-(C2'R.3'R,4'S]'3'-Aminomethyl-4'-hydrcxymethyl'2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

a) The procedure of Example 33 can be repeated to obtain 1 -([2'R,3'R.4'S]-3'-azidomethyl-4*- 
hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

b) 1-([2'R,3'R,4'S) 3'-Azldomethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracll (0.28 g) is dissolved in 10 mL of 
methanoTand the methanol solution flushed with nitrogen. The catalyst (2g of 5% palladium on carbori) is 
added and the reaction mixture placed under an atmosphere of hydrogen and stirred at ambient 
temperature for 1 h. The catalyst is removed by filtration through Celite filter aid and rinsed well with 
methanol. The filtrate Is concentrated under reduced pressure to afford the desired compound. 

Example 35 

1-([yR.3'R.4'S>3*-Chloromethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

The procedures of Example 32 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonium iodide with lithium 
chloride in THF and 2-butanone, to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 36 

1-([2'R.3'R.4'S]'4'-Hydroxymethyl-3'-methyl'2'-oxetanyl)cyto$ine 

a) i-<[2'R.3'R.4'SH'-((t"Butyldlmethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine (1.8 g) the 
product of step'~8 of Example 22, is dissolved in 8 mL of methylene chloride under a nitrogen 
atmosphere. The solution is cooled to o'C and 1.1 g of trielhylamine and 0.69 g of methanesulfonyl 
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chloride are added. The reaction mixture is allowed to warm to ambient temperature and stirred at 
ambient temperature for approximately 2 h. The reaction mixture is diluted with ethyl acetate, washed 
with saturated aqueous sodium bicarbonate and brine, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and 
concentrated under reduced pressure to give l-(E2'a3*R.4'Sh4^((t-butytdimethylsilyl)oxymethyl^^ 
(methanesulfonyloxy)methy{-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine. 

b) i-([2'R,3'R.4'SKH(t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)cyto^ 
(0.44 g) ls~clissolved In 0.5 mL of THF under a nitrogen atmosphere. Uthium triethylborohydride (1,2 mL 
of a 1 M solution) is added to the solution of the nucleoside, with stirring, at O' C. The reaction mixture is 
allowed"to warm to ambient temperature and stin-ed at ambient temperature for 4 h then partitioned 
between ethyf acetate and saturated sodium bicarbonate. The layers are separated and the organic 
phase is washed with brine, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated under reduced 
pressure. The residue is purified by column chromatography to afford 1-a2U3'M'SK-((t-butyl- 
dimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyi)cytosine. 

c) i-([2'R.3'R.4'SH'-((t-butyldimethylsllyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine is deprotected as 
describedln Step's of Example 21 to give the title compound. 

Example 37 

1-([2'R,yRt4'S>y-Fluoromethyl-4'-hydrDxymethyl-2'-ox9tanyi)cytosine 

The procedures of Example 36(a) can be repeated to obtain 1-((2'R.3rR.4'S) 4'-((t-butyIdimethylsilyI)- 
oxymethyl)-3'-methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine. 

1>([2'R.3'R,4'S] 4'-((t-Butyldimethyisilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 
(0.44 g) i?" combined with 8 mL of a 1 M solution of n-butylammonium fluoride in THF under a nitrogen 
atmosphere. The reaction mixture is heated at reflux temperature for 4 h then cooled to ambient 
temperature and concentrated under reduced pressure. Purifiaction by chromatography on silica gel eluting 
with IVIeOH/CHeClz affords the desired compound. 



Example 38 

1-g2'R.3'R.4'SH'-Hydroxymethyl-3'-iodomethyl-2'-K)xetanyl)cytosine 

The procedures of Example 37 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonium fluoride with n-butylam- 
monlum iodide, to obtain 1-([2'R.3'R.4'S] 4*-((t-butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-iodomethyl-2'-oxetanyl)- 
cytosine. 

b) The procedure of Step 8 of Example 21 can be repeated replacing l-([2»R.3'R.4'SK-((t-butyl- 
dimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)'3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyl-uracil with the material obtained from Ex- 
ample 38(a) to obtain the desired compound. 



Example 39 

1 -([2'R.3' R.4*Sh3'-Azidomethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2''Oxetanyl)cytosine 

The procedures of Example 38 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonium iodide with n-butylam 
monium azide. to obtain the desired compound. 



Example 40 



V([2'R.3'R,4'S h3'-Aminomethyh4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 

a) The procedure of Example 39 can be repeated to obtain 1 -([2'R.3'a4'Sl-3'-a2idomethy 1-4'- 
hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine. 

b) l.([2'R,3*R,4*S3-3'-A2idomethyl-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine (0.28 g) is dissolved in 10 mL of 
methanoTand thTmethanol solution flushed with nitrogen. The catalyst (2g of 5% palladium on carbon) is 
added and the reaction mixture placed under an atmosphere of hydrogen and stirred at ambient 
temperature for 1 h. The catalyst is removed by filtration through Celite filter aid and rinsed well with 
methanol. The filtrate is concentrated under reduced pressure to afford the desired compound. 

Example 41 

1 .([2'R.3'R.4'Sl-3'-Chloromethyi-4'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 



28 



EP 0 433 898 A2 



The procedures of Example 38 can be repeated, replacing n-butylammonlum iodide wftii lithium 
chloride in THF and 2-butanone. to obtain the desired compound. 

Example 42 

5 

1-([2'R, 3'R, 4'Sh3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-iodouracil 

To a stirred solution of 413 mg (1.81 mmol) of 1-tf2'R, 3'R. 4'S]-3', 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)- 
uracil. the product of Step 10 of Example 23, in 16.5 mU of anhydrous DMF were added 1.05 g (5.16 mmol) 

70 of 2.6-di-t-butyl pyridine followed by 556 mg (3.43 mmol) of ICI in 8.3 mL of DMF. After 4 h at room 
temperature. 1.26 mL (9.1 mmol) of triethylamlno were added and the reaction mixture was concentrated 
under reduced pressure.Chromatography of the residue on CIS Bondesil with a 100:0 to 80:20 H20/MeOH 
gradient afforded 355 mg (55 %) of the title compound as an amorphous white solid: NMR (DMSO, TMS 
= 0.00 ppm) 5 3.0-3.8 (m, 5 H), 4.47 (ddd, 1 H. J = 7 Hz. J' « J" = 2 Hz). 4,93 (dd. 1 H. J =^J' = 5 Hz). 

75 5.48 (dd. 1 H. J = J' = 5 Hz), 6.22 (d. 1 H. J = 6 Hz). 8.96 (s, 1 H); FAB MS mfe 355 (M + H) . 

Example 43 

1-([2'R, 3'a 4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)'5-bromouracii 

Step 1: 1-[2'a 3'R. 4'S>4''((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl«2'-oxetanyl)-5-bromouracil 

To a stirred solution of 100 mg (0.29 mmol) of 1-[2'R. 3'R. 4'SK-((t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxymethyl)-3'- 
hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil, the product of Step 9 of Example 23. In 1 mL of pyridine were added 440 

25 uL (0.44 mmol) of a 1 .0 M solution of Brz in CCU. After 1 h at room temperature, the reaction mixture was 
diluted with 100 mL of CHsCla. washed sequentially with 50 mL of pH 6 phosphate buffer, 50 mL of 5 % 
aqeuous NaHCOa, and 50 mL of saturated aqueous NaCI. dried over MgSO*. and then concentrated under 
reduced pressure to afford a neariy quantitative yield of the desired product: 'H NMR (CDCb. TMS = 0.00 
ppm) 5 0.14. 0.16 (2 s. 6 H). 0.93 (s. 9 H), 3.28 (dddd, 1 H), 3.65 (dd. 1 H), 3.86 (dd. 1 H). 3.92 (dd. 1 H). 

30 4.00 (dd. 1 H). 4.67 (ddd. 1 H). 6.18 (d, 1 H). 8.39 (S. 1 H). 9.68 (bs. 1 H); DCI NHg MS m/z 421. 423 (M + 
H)*. 438. 440 (M + NH4)*. 

Step 2: 1'([2'R. 3'R. 4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-bromauracii 

35 To a stirred solution of 132 mg (0.31 mmol) of 1-[2'R. 3'R. 4'S)-4'-((t-butyldlmethylsllyl)oxymethyl)-3'- 
hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-bromouracil. the product of Step 1 of Example 43. in 2 mL of THF were added 
100 mg (0.32 mmol) of tetra-n-butylammonium fluoride trihydrate. After 6.5 h at room temperature, the 
reaction mixture was cooled to 5 * C. and after 16 h at this temperature, allowed to wami to room 
temperature. The reaction mixture was then concentrated under reduced pressure, redlssolved in 0.85 mL 

40 of CH2CI2 containing 0.32 mmol of glacial HOAc. and then concentrated under reduced pressure. 
Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a 100:0 to 9:1 CHaCb/MeOH gradient followed by further 
purification by chromatography on C18 Bondesil with a 100:0 to 96:4 HzO/MeOH gradient afforded 45 mg 
(47 %) of the title compound as an amorphous white solid: 'H NMR (DMSO. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 5 3.15-3.75 
(m. 5 H). 4.48 (ddd. 1 H), 4.95 (dd. 1 H). 5.50 (dd. 1 H). 6.24 (d, 1 H), 8.94 (s, 1 H); DCI NH3 MS m/z 324. 

45 326 (M + NH*)*. 

Alternate procedure: 

To a stirred solution of 5 mg (0.022 mmol) of 1-([2'R, 3'R. 4'S]-3'. 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)- 
SO uracil, the product of Step 10 of Example 23. In 0.10 mL of pyridine was added 5.3 mg (0.033 mmol) of 
bromine in 18 uL of CCU. After 1 h at room temperature. 11.1 mg (0.111 mmol) of triethylamine were added 
and the reaction mixture was concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on 
silica gel with a 100:0 to 90:10 gradient of CHzCb-zMeOH afforded 0.8 mg (12 %) of the title compound as 
an amorphous white solid: 'H NMR (D2O. TSP = 0.00 ppm) 5 3.33 (m, 1 H). 3.76 (dd, 1 H. J = 14 Hz. J' = 
55 3 Hz). 3.8-3.95 (m. 2 H). 3.90 (dd.^ 1 H, J = 14 Hz. J* = 2 Hz). 6.32 (d. 1 H. J = 6 Hz). 8.71 (s. 1 H): DCI 
NHa MS m/2 324, 326 (M + NH*)*. 

Example 44 
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1-([2'R. 3'R. 4'S]>3', 4^Bis(hydroxymethylh2'-oxetanyl)-5-(2-brom<h1-vinyl)uraci l 

Step 1: 1-<[2*R. 3'R. 4'Sh3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxym&thyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(2-(trimethylsHyl)-1-vinyl)uracil 

To a stirred solution of 170 mg (0.48 mmol) of H[2'R. 3'R. 4*Sh3\ 4*-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanylh 
5-iodouracil, the product of Example 42, in 2 mL of DMf were added 334 mg (0,86 mmol) of 1-(2- 
(trimethylsilyl)vinyl)tri-n-butylstannane and 34 mg (0.048 mmol) of bis(triphenylphosphine)palladium(H) chlo- 
ride. The resulting mixture was heated under a Na atmosphere for 1.75 h at 60 'C. cooled to room 
temperature, and then diluted with 200 mL of MeOH which had been saturated with hexane. The MeOH 
phase was then washed with 4 x 40 mL of hexane, filtered, and then concentrated under reduced pressure. 
Chromatography of the residue on silica gel with a 97.5:2.5 to 90:10/CH2Cl2:MeOH gradient afforded 99.9 
mg (64 %) of the title compound: NMR (CDCb, TMS = 0.00 ppm) S 0.12 (s. 9 H), 3.36 (dddd. 1 H), 
3.59-3.98 (m. 4 H). 4.59 (m. 1 H), 6.39 (d. 1 H) . 6.58 (d. 1 H), 6.73 (d. 1 H). 8.81 (s. 1 H); DC! NHa MS. mfz 
327 (M + H)*. 

Step 2: l-gyR. 3'a 4'S3-3', 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(2-bromo-1-vinyl)uracil 

To a stin-ed solution of 95 mg (0.29 mmol) of 1-([2'R. 3'R, 4'Sh3*, 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5- 
(2-(trimethylsilyl)-1-vinyl)uracil. the product of Step 1 of Example 44 in 5.4 mL of DMF at -30 *C were 
added 535 uL of MeOH, 80 uL (0.58 mmol) of triethylamine, and then dropwise. 347 uL (0.347 mmol) of a 1 
M solution of bromine in carbon tetrachloride. The reaction mixture was then allowed to warm to room 
temperature and then concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on 018 
Bondesil with a 100:0 to 70:30 H20/iVleOH gradient afforded 72 mg (74 %) of the title compound as an 
amorphous white solid: NMR (DMSO. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 5 3.13 - 3.78 (m. 5 H), 4.49 (m, 1 H). 4.98 (dd, 
1 H). 5.36 (dd. 1 H). 6.24 (d, 1 H). 6.85 (d. 1 H) , 724 (d. 1 H). 8.58 (s. 1 H). 11.51 (bs. 1 H); DCI NH3 MS, 
mfz 350. 352 (M + NH*)*. 

Example 45 

1-([2'R. 3'R. 4'S3-y. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-chlorourac» 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 21 by substituting 5-chlorouracii 
for 5-methyluracil in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi, et al Chem Phami Bull, 30. 2237-1982. This provides 
2',5'-bis-(0-(4''-chloro)benzoyl)-5-chloro-3'-deoxyuridine, which is substituted for 2',5'-bis-(0-(4"-chloro)- 
benzoyl)-5-methyl-3'-deoxyuridine in the procedures of Example 21. 

Example 46 

1-([2'R, 3'R. 4'Sh3', 4' - Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-fluorouraci l 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 21 by substituting 5-fluorouracil 
for 5-methyluracil In the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et al Chem Pharm Bull. 30, 2237-1982. This provides 
2',5'-bis-(0-(4"-chloro)benzoyl)-5-fluoro-3'-deoxyuridine. which is substituted for 2',5'-bis-(0-(4"-chloro)- 
ben2oyl)-5-methyl-3'-deoxyurldlne in the procedures of Example 21. 

Example 47 

1-(C2'R, 3'R, 4'S]-3'- 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)>2'-oxetanyl)-5-(trifluoromethyl)uraci l 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 21 by substituting 5- 
(trifluoromethyl)uracil for 5-methyluracil in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et al Chem Pharm Bull. 30. 2237- 
1982. This provides 2',5'-bis-{0-(4''-chloro)benzoyl)-5-trifluoromethyl-3'-deoxyuridine, which is substituted 
for 2',5'-bis-(0-(4''-chloro)ben2oyl)-5-methyl-3'-deoxyuridine in the procedures of Example 21. 

Example 48 

1-([2'R. 3'R. 4'S3-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyi)-5-ethyluracil 



30 



EP 0 433 898 A2 



To a stirred solution of 38 mg (0.15 mmol) of 1-([2'R. 3'R. 4*Sh3*, 4*-Bls(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5- 
vinyluracil, the product of Example 61. in 1.7 mL of pyridine was added 13 mg of 5% Pd-BaS04 and the 
resulting mixture was stirred under 1 atmosphere of hydrogen for 18 h, filtered, and then concentrated 
under reduced pressure. To a stirred solution of 37 mg (0.15 mmol) of the residue in 2 mL of methanol was 

5 added 30 mg (0.30 mmol) of triethylamine and 20 mg of 10 % Pd-C. and the resulting mixture was stirred 
under 1 atmosphere of hydrogen for 18 h. filtered and then concentrated under reduced pressure. 
Chromatography of the residue on C18 Bondesil with a 100K) to 50:50 gradient of water/MeOH afforded the 
title compound: NMR (DMSO. TMS = 0.00 ppm) 5 1.07 (t, 3 H). 2.23 (q. 2 H), 3.0 - 3.8 (m. 5 H). 4.41 
(m, 1 H), 4.92 (dd. 1 H), 5.38 (dd. 1 H). 6.30 (d. 1 H). 8.33 (s. 1 H). 11.29 (bs. 1 H); FAB MS. m/z 257 

JO (M + H)*. 

Example 49 

1-(C2'R, 3'R, 4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(2Hodo-1-vinyl)uraci l 

16 

This compound is prepared in analogy to the procedure of Example 44. but substituting an iodination 
reagent, such as iodine, iodine monochloride. or N-iodosuccinimide for bromine in Example 44. 

Example 50 

20 

1-([2'R, 3'R, 4'Syy, 4* - Bls(hydroxymethyl)-2'"Oxetanyl)-5^2-chloro-1 -vinyl)uraci l 

This compound is prepared In analogy to the procedure of Example 44, but substituting a chlorination 
reagent, such as N-chlorosuccinimide or chlorine for bromine in Example 44. 

25 

Example 51 

1-([2*R, 3*R, 4'S>3', 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-bromocytosine 

30 This compound is prepared in analogy to the alternate procedure for Example 43, but substituting 1-(- 
[2*R, 3'R. 4"S]-3', 4*-bis(hydroxymethyi)-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine for 1-([2'R, 3'R, 4'5h3', 4'-Bls(hydroxymethyl)- 
2*-oxetanyl)uracil. 

Example 52 

35 

1-([2'R. 3'R. 4'S>3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-iodocytosine 

This compound is prepared in analogy to the procedure for Example 42, but substituting 1-(t2'R, 3*R, 
4'Sh3*. 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine for 1-(I2'R. 3'R. 4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'- 
40 oxetanyl)uracil. 

Example 53 

1-(E2'R. 3'R. 4'S>3'. 4''Bis(hydroxymethyl)"2'oxetanyl)-5-(trans-2-bromo-1-vinyl)cytosine 

45 

This compound is prepared In analogy to the procedure for Example 44, but substituting 1-([2'R. 3'R, 
4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-iodocytosine for 1-([2'R. 3'R, 4'Sh3', 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'- 
oxetan yO-S-iodouracil. 

50 Example 54 

1-([2'R, 3'R. 4'S}-3'. 4'>Bis(hydroxymethyt)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(2-iodo-l-vinyl)cytosine 

This compound is prepared in analogy to the procedure for Example 49, but substituting 1-([2'R. 3*R. 
55 4'Sl-3'. 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-lodocytosine for 1-([2'R. 3*R. 4'Sh3'. 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'- 
oxetanyl)-5-iodouracil in Example 44. 

Example 55 



31 



EP 0 433 898 A2 

1-([2'R, 3'R. 4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(2-chloro-l >vinyl)cytosine 

This compound is prepared in analogy to the procedure for Example 50. but substituting 1-([2'R, 3'R, 
4'S>3\ 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'K)xetanyl)-5-iodocytosine for 1-a2'a 3'R. 4'S]-3'. 4'-bls(hydroxymethyl)-2 - 
oxetanyl)-5-iodouracil in Example 44. 

Example 56 

1-(t2'R. 3'R. 4'$l-3'. 4''Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-chlorocytosine 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 22 by substituting 4-N-acety^5- 
chlorocytosine for 4-N-acetylcytosine in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et al Chem Pharm Bull. 30. 2237- 
1982 This provides 2'.5'-bis-(0-(4''-chloro)ben2oyl)^N-acetyi-5-chloro.3'-deoxycytldine, which is substi- 
tuted for 2'.5'-bis-(0-(4"-chloro)benzoy!)-4-N-acetyl-3'-deoxycytidine in the procedures of Example 22. 

Example 57 

1-(t2'R, 3'R. 4'Sh3'. 4'-Bls(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-<trlfluoromethyl)cytosine 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 22 by substituting 4-N-acetyl-5- 
(trifluoromethyl)cytosine for 4.N-acetylcytosine in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et al Chem Pharm Bull. 
30 2237-1982 This provides 2'.5'-bis-{0-(4--chloro)benzoyl)-4-N-acetyI-5-(trlfluoromethyl)-3'-deoxycyt!dine. 
which is substituted for 2'.5-bls-(0-<4''-chloro)ben2oyl)-4-N-acetyl-3'-deoxycytidlne in the procedures of 
Example 22. 

Example 58 

1-<[2'R, 3*R, 4'Sh3', 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-fluorocytosine 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 22 by substituting 4■N-acety^5- 
fluorocytosinefor 4-N-acetylcytosine in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et al Chem Phami Bull. 30. 2237- 
1982. This provides 2',5'-bis-(0-(4"-chloro)benzoylH-N-acetyl-5-fluoro-3'-deoxycytidine. which is substi- 
tuted for 2'.5'-bis-<0-(4"-chloro)ben2oyl)-4-N-acetyi-3'-deoxycytidine in the procedures of Example 22. 

35 Example 59 

1-((2'R. 3'R, 4'S]-3'. 4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methylcytosine 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 22 by substituting ^-N-acetyl-S- 
40 methylcytosine for 4-N.acetylcytosine in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et al Chem Pharm Bull. 30. 2237- 
1982 This provides 2'.5'-bis-(0-(4--chloro)benzoyl)-4-N-acetyl-5-methyl-3'-deoxycytidine. which is substi- 
tuted for 2\5'-bis-(0-(4''-chloro)ben2oyl)-4.N-acetyl-3'-deoxycytidine in the procedures of Example 22. 
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Example 60 

1-([2'R. 3*R, 4'Sh3'. 4' - Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-ethy Icytosine 

This compound is synthesized according to the procedure of Example 22 by substituting 4.N-acetyl-5- 
ethylcytosine for 4-N-acetylcytosine in the procedure of M. Saneyoshi. et a! Chem Pharm Bull. 30. 2237- 
50 1982. This provides 2'.5'.bis-{0-(4"-chloro)ben2oyl)-4-N-acetyl.5-ethyl-3'-deoxycytidine. which is substituted 
for 2'.5'-bis-(0-(4''-chloro)ben2oyl)-4-N-acetyl-3'-deoxycytidine in the procedures of Example 22. 

Example 61 

55 1-([2'R. 3'R. 4'S]-3'. 4'-'Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-vinyluracil 

To a stirred solution of 100 mg (0.428 mmol) of 1-([2'R 3'R. 4'S)-3'. 4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)- 
5-iodouraci!. the product of Example 42, in 1.5 mL of DMF were added 159 mg (0.50 mmol) of vinyllributyl 
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tin and 20 mg (0.029 mmol) of bis(triphenylphosphine)pallaclium(ll) chloride. Tlie resulting mixture was 
heated under a N2 atmosphere for 1 h at 60 * C, cooled to room temperature, and then diluted with 75 mL 
of MeOH which had been saturated with hexane. The MeOH phase was then washed with 3 x 75 mL of 
hexane, filtered, and then concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on silica 
gel with a 100:0 to 90:10/CH2Cl2:I^OH gradient afforded 40 mg (56 %) of the title compound: NMR 
(DMSO. TMS = 0.00 ppm) S 32 - 3.8 (m. 5 H), 4.48 (m. 1 H). 4.94 (dd. 1 H). 5.16 (dd. 1 H), 5.46 (dd. 1 H), 
5.90 (dd, 1 H). 6.30 (d, 1 H). 6.41 (d, 1 H), 8.73 (s. 1 H), 11.45 (bs, 1 H); FAB MS, m/z 255 {M + H)\ 

Example 62 

1-{[2'R. 4'S3-4' - (Hydroxymethyi)-2'-oxetanyl)'5'methyluracil 

A solution of 356.5 mg (1 mmol) of 1-([2'R, 3'R, 4'S]-4'-{(t-butyldimethysilyl)oxymethyl)-3'- 
hydroxymethyI-2'-oxetanyI)-5-methyIuracil, the product of Step 7 of Example 21, is oxidized with 1.05 
equivalents of the "Dess-Martin periodinane" according to the general procedure described by D, B. Dess 
and J. C. Martin, J. Org. Chem., 1983, 4165-4158. Chromatography of the crude reaction mixture on silica 
gel affords 1-(I2'R, 3*R, 4'SH'-((t-butyldimethysilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-formyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracil. A solu- 
tion of 177 mg (0.5 mmol) of this aldehyde and 463 mg (0.5 mmol) of tris(triphenylphosphine)rhodium(l) 
chloride in 5 mL of degassed aceonitrile is heated at 30 • 150 'C in a sealed tube for 1 to 24 hours. 
Purification of the resulting reaction mixture on silica gel affords 1-([2'R. 4'SH'-((t-butyldimethysilyl)- 
oxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracii. A solution of 81 mg (0.25 mmol) of this sriyi ether in 1 mL of THF is 
then treated with 65.4 mg (0.25 mmol) of tetrabutylammonlum flouride hydrate. After 6 h at room 
temperature, the reaction mixture is neutralized with 0.25 mmol of acetic acid and concentrated under 
reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on CI 8 Bondesil with a 100:0 to 50:50 gradient of 
water/MeOiH affords the title compound. 

Example 63 

1-([2'R, 4'S3-4''(Hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)uracil 

This compound is prepared in analogy to the procedure described for Example 62 by substituting 1 -(- 
[2*R. 3'R. 4'SH'-((t-butyldimethysllyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)uracil. the product of Step 9 
of Example 23. for 1-([2'R. 3*R, 4'S]-4'-((t-butyldimethysllyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2*-oxetanyl)-5- 
methyluracil, the product of Step 7 of Example 21 . 

Example 64 

1-([2'R, 4'S3-4XHydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)cytosine 

This compound is prepared in analogy to the procedure described for Example 62 by substituting 1-(- 
[2'R. 3'R. 4'S]-4'-((t-butyldimethysilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)cytoslne. the product of Step 
8 of Example 22. for 1-([2'R, 3'R, 4'S]-4'-((t-butyldimethysilyl)oxymethyl)-3'-hydroxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl)-5- 
methyluracil, the product of Step 7 of Example 21. 

Example 65 

1-([2'R. 4'S]-3'-methylene-4'-hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracll 

Step 1: 1-([2'R. 4'S]-3'-methylene-4'-((t'butytdimethysilyl)oxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyi)-5-methyluracil 

To a stirred solution of 435 mg (1 mmol) of 1-[2'R, 3'R. 4'S]-4'-((t-butyldimethy!sllyl)oxymethyl)-3'- 
methanesulfonyloxymethyl-2'-oxetanyl-5-methyluracll. the product of Part a of Example 24. in 5 mL of 
acetonitrile is added 152 mg (1 mmol) of DBU. and the resulting mixture is heated to reflux for 1 to 24 
hours. Concentration under reduced pressure and chromatography of the residue on silica gel affords the 

title compound. 

Step 2: 1-((2'R, 4'Sl-3'-methyiene-4'-hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracil 
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To a stirred solution of 1 mmol of the product from Step 1 of Example 65 in 10 mL of THF Is added 1 
mmol of tetra-n-butylammonlum fluoride hydrate. After 6 h at room temperature, the reaction mixture Is 
neutralized with 1 equivalent of acetic acid and then concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography 
of the residue on C18 Bondesil with a 100:0 to 50:50 gradient of water/MeOH affords the title compound. 

5 

Example 66 

1-([2*R. 3'R. 4'R>3'-Hydroxy>y.4''bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracil and l-ff^R. S'S. 4'Rh3'- 
Hydroxy"3\4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl>-5-methyluracil 

70 

To a stirred solution of 1 mmol of 1-(I2'R, 4'S]-3'-methylene-4'-((t-butyldimethysilyl)oxymethyl)-2*- 
oxetanyl)-5-methyluracil. the product of Step 1 of Example 65, in 5 mL of aqueous acetone is added 1 
mmol of N-methylmorpholine-N-oxide and a catalytic amount of osmium tetroxide according to the general 
procedure of V. VanRheenen. R. C. Kelly, and D. Y. Cha. Tetraherdron Lett. 1976. 1973-1976. After 0.5 to 

T5 24 h at room temperature, the reaction mixture is diluted with ethyl acetate, washed with aqueous sodium 
bisulfite, dried over magnesium sulfate, and then concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue is then 
purified by chromatography on silica gel to afford the 4'-t-butyldimethylsilyl ether of the title compound. To 
a stirred solution of 0.5 mmol of this silyl ether in 2.5 mL of THF is added 0.5 mmol of tetra-n- 
butylammonium fluoride. After 6 h at room temperature, the reaction mixture is neutralized with acetic acid 

20 and then concentrated under reduced pressure. Chromatography of the residue on CIS Bondesil with a 
100:0 to 50:50 gradient of water/NleOH affords the title compounds. 

Example 67 

25 1 -([2'R, 3'R. 4*R}-3'-hydroxy-4'-hydroxymethyl)-2''Oxetanyl)-5'methyluracil and 1'([2'R. 3'S. 4'Rh3'-hydroxy- 
4'-hydfoxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracil 

To a stirred solution of 1 mmol of 1-([2'R. 3'R, 4'Rh3'-hydroxy-3'.4*-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5- 
methyiuracil and l-a2*R, 3'S, 4'R>3'-hydroxy-3',4'-bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methyluracil. the pro- 

30 ducts of Example 66 in 10 mL of MeOH is added 1 mmol of a saturated solution of aqueous NalO*. After 
0.5 to 24 hours at room temperature, the reaction mixture is treated with excess sodium borohydride (1 - 20 
equivalents) for 0.5 to 6 hours, filtered, and then concentrated under reduced pressure to remove MeOH. 
The resulting aqueous solution is then purified by chromatography on CIS Bondesil with a 100:0 to 50:50 
gradient of water/MeOH to afford the title compounds. 

35 The antiviral activity of the compounds of the invention can be determined by the following methods. 

A. Evaluation of Compounds for Activity Against Herpes Simplex Viais Types 1 and Types 2 

The challenge viruses were propagated and assayed in cells that were pregrown as monolayer cultures 
40 In plastic tissue culture flasks and 96-well plates, using cell culture media appropriate for the host cell 
cultures. The following viruses and host cell cultures were employed: 

^T^pn^n^^ vsrn^ Hmt fPlT TVPe 

^5 Herpes simplex type 1 Continuous -passage African 

(HSV-l) strain E-377 green monkey Icidney (Vero) 

Herpes simplex type 2 ^^"^^''^°^r^''v?H2L^^5iro? 
(HSV-2) strain MS green monkey kidney (Vero) 

50 

On the day of use, a weighed sample of each compound to be evaluated was dissolved and diluted in 
serial 10°'^ dilutions in the culture medium appropriate for each virus-host cell system. 

55 CPE-Inhibition Assay Procedure 

Mammalian cells were pregrown as monolayers in wells of COSTAR 96-well tissue culture plates using 
suitable cell culture media. Stock viruses were prelitered according to the method of Reed and Muench 
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(Amer. J. Hyg. 27:493-487. 1938) and diluted in cell culture medium to yield 32 CCIDso (cell culture 
infectious dose. 50%) units per 0.1 ml. Antiviral assays were designed to test seven concentrations of each 
compound, from cytotoxic to noncytotoxic levels, in triplicate against each of the challenge viruses in 
microtiter plate wells containing suitable cell monolayers. To each of the replicate cell cultures were added 

5 0.1 ml of the test drug solution and 0.1 ml of virus suspension. Cell controls containing medium alone, virus 
controls containing medium and virus, and drug cytotoxicity controls containing medium and each drug 
concentration were run simultaneously with the test samples assayed in each experiment. The covered 
plates were incut)ated at 37' C in a humidified atmosphere containing 5% COz until maximum CPE 
(cytopathogenic effect) was observed in the untreated virus control cultures. The cell monolayers were 

10 examined microscopically for virus-induced CPE and for drug cytotoxicity. 

Antiviral activity was determined by calculating the degree of Inhibition of virus-induced CPE in drug- 
treated, virus-infected cell cultures by means of a virus rating (VR). The VR is a standard weighted 
measurement of antiviral activity taking Into account both the degree of CPE inhibition and drug cytotoxicity, 
and Is detenmined by a modification of the method of Ehrlich et al. (Ann. N.Y. Acad. Scl. 130: 5-16. 1965) as 

75 described below. CPE was graded for each individual culture in each microtiter plate well according to the 
following scale: 

4 ^ 100% of the cells affected by vinjs; 
3 ~ 75% of the cells affected by virus; 
2 » 50% of the cells affected by virus: 

20 1 = 25% of the cells affected by virus: 
0 s No CPE; normal cell monolayer. 

The VR was calculated as 0.1 of the sum of the numerical differences between the recorded CPE grade 
of each test well and thai of the conresponding virus control In the culture plate. Numerical differences 
between the scores of test wells containing a dnig concentration which was partially cytotoxic (p) and their 

2S conresponding virus controls were halved. 

The minimum inhibitory drug concentration which reduced the cytopathogenic effect (CPE) by 50% 
(MICso) was calculated by using a regression analysis program for semilog curve fitting. A therapeutic Index 
(Tl) for each active compound for each susceptible virus was determined by dividing the minimum cytotoxic 
concentration of the test compound by the MICso. Test results are provided in Table 1. 

30 

B. Evaluation of Compounds for Activity Against Human Cytomegalovirus (HCMV) - Virus Yield Reduction 
Assiy 

Human diploid embryonic lung (MRC5) cells were grown in 35 mm wells of 6-well tissue culture plates. 
35 Subconfluent cell monolayers were rinsed with phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) and were exposed to 0.5 
ml/well of HCMV (strain AD169) suspension for 1.5 hours at 37* C. The virus suspension was diluted in 
MEM + 2% fetal bovine serum (FBS) to yield a multipicity of infection (MOI) of approximately 0.1 plaque 
forming units (PFU)/cell. 

Following the virus adsorption period, the inocula were removed and infected cell layers were rinsed with 

40 PBS. Aliquiots (2.0 ml) of each test drug concentration (dissolved in MEM supplemented with 2% FBS) 
were dispensed into triplicate cell cultures: two virus-infected cultures and one uninfected cytotoxicity 
control culture (exposed to medium without virus for 1 .5 hours). Untreated viais-infected control cultutres 
and untreated, uninfected cell control cutures were fed with medium alone. The culture plates were 
Incubated at 37' C in a humidified atmosphere of 2% CO2 in air. 

45 All cell culture fluids were replaced with fresh drug and medium 48 hours postinfection (p.i.). 

On Day 6 p.i., the cell layers were examined microscopically for cytopathogenic effect (CPE) and drug 
cytotoxicity. The test and virus control cultures were then harvested by subjecting the cell layers to one 
cycle of freeze-thawing. The cellular material was scraped Into the ambient medium and the contents from 
replicate cultures were pooled, dispensed into cryotubes and stored at -135" C. 

so Drug cytotoxicity was determined quantitatively by a method based on the reduction of the tetrazolium 
salt. 3-(4.5-dimethyl-thiazol-2-yl)-2.5-diphenyl tetrazolium bromide (MTT) by mitochondrial enzymes of 
viable host celts to MTT formazan (T. Mosmann. 1983). Drug cytotoxicity controls and cell controls were 
treated with MTT (dissolved in culture medium) followed by 20% SOS (in 0.02 N HCI) to dissove the 
crystals of MTT formazan. The blue color of the MTT formazan was measured spectrophotometrically at 

55 570 nm. Drug cytotoxicity was determined by comparing the absorbance (O.D.) of each drug cytotoxicity 
control with the mean O.D. of the cell control cultures and expressed as percent of control. 

The harvested test and virus control samples were thawed and the infectious virus yield was 
determined by plaque assay in MRC5 cells grown in 12-well cluster plates. Inhibiton of HCMV replication by 
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each test compound was determined by comparing the progeny virus yields In the drug-treated cultures 
with the progeny virus yeild in the untreated, virus-infected control cultures. Test results are provided in 
Table 2. 

5 C. Evaluation of Compounds for Activity Against Varicella-Zoster Virus (VZV) - Plaque Reduction Assay 

The compounds of the Invention were evaluated for selective activity against varicella zoster virus (VCV) 
utilizing a plaque reduction assay procedure. The challenge virus was a dinlcal isolate designated DM625, 
obtained from Dr. Richard Whitley of the University of Alabama Hospitals. Birmingham, Alabama. The virus 
10 had been passaged and titrated incuttures of human foreskin fibroblasts (HFF). 

For the plaque reduction assay, sixth to twelfth passage human foreskin fibroblasts were seeded In 
wells of 12-well tissue culture plates and incubated at 37' C in a humidified atmosphere containing 2% CO2 
in air. 

Subconfluent HFF were rinsed with MEM and exposed to 0.5 mIMell of a suspension of VZV diluted In 
75 MEM + 2% FBS for 2 hours at 37' C. Following the vinjs adsorption period, the inocula were removed and 
the infected cell layers were rinsed with MEM. Triplicate VZV-infected cell culture wells were treated with 
1.0 ml of each concentration of test compound (in MEM + 2% FBS). Six untreated virus-infected cell 
cultures and triplicate untreated uninfected cell cultures were fed with 1.0 ml of MEM + 2% FBS to serve 
as controls. Wells containing uninfected HFF were treated with each concentration of test compound to 
20 monitor the test compound cytotoxicity. The 12-well plates were inculbated at 37* C in the CO2 incubator. 
At 48 hours post-virus infection (p.i.). fluids in all plate wells were replaced with fresh test compound and/or 
culture medium. 

Six days p.i., the VZV plaques were counted (unstained, low magnification). The effect of each 
concentration of test compound oh plaque formation was determined by comparing the mean number of 
25 plaques in the replicate test compound-treated cultures with the mean plaque counts of the untreated virus 
control cultures. 

The test compound cytotoxicity control cultures were examined microscopically for gross morphologic 
changes, then treated with MTT and 30% SDS. The blue color of tfie MTT formazan was measured 
spectrophotometrically at 570 nm. Test compound cytotoxicity was determined by comparing the absor- 
30 bance (O.D.) of each test compound control with the mean O.D. of the cell control cultures and expressed 
as percent of control. 

Test results are provided in Table 3. The MICso value is the minimum concentration of test compound 
required to inhibit plaque formation by 50%. 

35 D. Alternate Method For Evaluation Of Compounds For Activity Against Herpes Simplex Virus Type 1^ 

Neutral Red Dye Uptake Assay For Determining In Vitro Antiviral Activity 

Vero cell monolayers were harvested by trypsinization. The number of viable cells per ml. was 
40 determined by staining an aliquot with trypan blue and counting in a hemocytometer. Cell densities were 
adjusted in growth medium to contain 4 x 10^ cells/ml. 96-well sterile tissue culture plates were seeded with 
100 pl/well of the adjusted cell suspensions. i.e., 4x10* cellsAwell. Seeded plates were incubated overnight 
at37*C with C02. 

After overnight incubation, monolayers were approximately confluent. The growth medium was removed 
45 and the monolayers in each cell were infected with 100 mI of virus diluted in maintenance medium to 
produce approximately 90% cytopathogenic effect (CPE) after 2 to 3 days incubation. The virus was 
allowed to adsorb for 1 hour at 37* C with 4 to 6% C02, Controls for cell growth were overiayed with virus- 
free maintenance medium. The maintenance medium containing residual virus was removed. 

The test compounds were dissolved and/or diluted in maintenance medium to the concentration desired 
50 for testing and were added to the wells of the plate. Aliquots (100 ^il) of each concentration were added to 
wells in replicate (duplicate or triplicate). Controls for virus activity were overiayed with drug-free main- 
tenance medium. 

Replicate wells containing only maintenance medium served as controls for background absorbance levels. 
The plates were incubated at 37* C with CO2 until approximately 90% CPE was observed in the virus 
S5 infected control cells (usually 2 to 3 days). After incubation, the medium was removed from all the wells. 
100 tt\ of neutral red solution was added to each well and the plate was incubated at 37 C without CO2 for 
2 hours. After the 2 hour incubation, the excess neutral red solution was removed. The plates were washed 
with 100 fil/well of PBS, pH 7.2 and then the PBS was removed. 
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The neutral red stain taken up by the viable cells was extracted by adding 100 /il/Well of acidified 
methanol, pH 1.0. (The acidified methanol fixed the cells to the well). The plate was allowed to stand at 
room temperature for at least 15 minutes to allow for maximum extraction. The amount of neutral red stain 
extracted into the methanol was quantified by detem\lning the absorbance at a wavelength of 540 nm. 

5 

Reagents 

1% aqueous Neutral Red Salt was prepared by mixing 1 gram of neutral red salt in 100 ml of distilled 
water. 

10 Neutral Red Staining Solution was prepared by mixing 100 ml of IX PBS. pH 7^, 1 drop of 0.5% 
aqueous phenol red. 2-3 drops of 2N HCI (until solution turns yellow-orange) and 0.66 ml of 1% aqueous 
neutral red. 

Acidified methanol was prepared by mixing 8 drops of 2N HCI in 100 ml of methanol. 
10X Phosphate Buffered Saline (PBS). pH 7.2. was prepared by mixing 12.36 grams of Na2HP04 
/5 (anhydrous). 1.80 grams of NaH2P04 (monohydrale) in distilled water, adjusting the pH to 72 and bringing 
the final volume to 1 liter. 

Results 

20 The percent CPE In virus controls was determined by the following formula: 
AbSs*o cell controts - Abss*o virus controls X 100 Abss4o cell controls 

The"percent CPE in cells infected with virus and treated with the test compound was detemnlned by the 
following formula: 

AbS54o cell controls - Abss+o test compound X 100 Abss+o cell controls 
2S ApioTwas made of the pircent CPE versus concentration of the test compound. The concentration of 
test compound at which 50% CPE would be obseroed is read from the dose-response curve and is the 
MICso (/ig/ml). The concentration of test compound which is toxic to 50% of control cells Is shown as the 
TI^o. Test results are provided in Table 4. 

30 E. Alternate Method For Evaluation of Compounds For Activity Against Herpes Simplex Virus Types I and II 
CPE Inhibiton Assay Procedure (MTT) 

Vero cells were pregrown as monolayers in wells of COSTAR 96-well tisue culture plates using suitable 
35 cell culture media. Stock viruses were pretitered according to the method of Reed and Muench (Amer. J. 
Hyg. 27 493 (1938)) and diluted In cell culture medium to yield 32 CCIDso (cell culture infectious dose. 
50%) "units per 0.1 mL. Antiviral assays were designed to test six concentrations off each compound, from 
cytotoxic to noncytctoxic levels, in triplicate against each of the challenge vinjses in microtiter plate wells 
containing cell monolayers. To each of the replicate cell cultures were added 0.1 mL of the test-compound 
40 solution and 0.1 mL of virus suspension. Two compounds were evaluated per plate. The following controls 
were included: 

(1) Cell controls containing cells + medium; 

(2) Untreated, viais-infected cell controls; 

(3) Test-compound cytotoxicity controls containing uninfected, test-compound treated cells; 
45 (4) Test-compound color controls - test-compound + medium (no cells); and 

(5) Reagent (experiment medium) controls - medium only (no cells). 

The covered plates were incubated at 37* C in a liumidlfied atmosphere containing 2% C02. When 
cytopathogenic effect (CPE) in untreated virus control wells reached 100%. 20 ^1 of 3-(4.5-dimethyl-thiazol- 
2-yl)-2.5-diphenyl tetrazollum bromide (MTT) (dissolved in PBS at 5 mg/mL) was pipetted into each of the 
50 plate wells. The plates were incubated at 37*C for six hours; then 40 ;iL of 30% SDS (in 0.02 N HCI) was 
added to each well. After overnight incubation at 37* C. the blue color or the MTT formazan was measured 
spectrophotometrically at 570 nm. The optical density (CD) value of each culture is a function of the amount 
of formazan produced which is proportional to the number of viable cells. A computer program was utilized 
to calculate the percent (CPE) reciprocal of % CPE reduction) of the virus-infected wells and % cell viability 
S5 of the uninfected test-compound control wells. 

Test results are provided in Table 5. The iCso value is the minimum test-compound concentration 
(/ig.'mL) that inhibited CPE by 50%, calculated by using a regression analysis program for semilog curve 
fitting. The TC25 value is the minimum test-compound concentration (fig'mL) that reduced cell viability by 
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25%. 



Table 1 

ftn^<v^1ra^ ftri- ^vif Y rnmnnnnds of Formula I 
^gainst- Hemes Simplex 



Challenge virus: 
Host Cell Type: 

Conqpound of 

21 
22 
23 



Herpes Simplex 
Type 1 {E- 377) 
Vero 



r 2 3 4 

VR^ lOSO* MTC"* TI 



5.9 0.2 320 X552 
2.65 0.8 10 13.1 
0.6 306.7 320 1.0 



Herpes Simplex 
Type 2 (MS) 
Vero 



VR ZD50 



MXC TI 



2.9 44.3 >320 >7.2 
1.95 1.0 10 9.7 
0.5 320 



^ VR • Virus Rating: A measurement of selective antiviral 
activity which takes into account the degree of virus- 
induced cytopathogenic effects (CPE) and the degree of 
cytotoxicity produced by the test compound, determined by a 
modification of the method of Ehrlich et al. <Ann. N.Y. 
Acad. Sci, 130 : 5-16, 1965). A VR |1.0 indicates definite 
(+) antiviral activity, a VR of 0.5 - 0.9 indicates 
marginal to moderate antiviral activity, and a VR < 0.5 
usually indicates no significant antiviral activity. 

^ ID50 =» The minimum drug concentration (ug/ml) that 
inhibited the CPE by 50%, calculated by using a regression 
analysis program for semilog curve fitting. 

^ MTC » The minimum drug concentration (ug/ml) causing any 
cytotoxicity. 

TI =» Therapeutic Index, calculated by dividing the 
minimum cytotoxic drug concentration by the ID50. 



The results indicate that the compounds are active against HSV-1 and HSV-2. 
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Ani-^viT^a 1 Ar^Wit■y nf rnmnnnnda of T=-ormnTa I 
ft^flln'^r ^"^^^ rvtompgalnvirns (HCMV) 
Tn MT^rS Cells 

Drug HCMV yield MTT assay 

Cone. HCMV yield reduction Percent of 

P/^mnonnd t}^lt^/mr\ /l^^l ft PFn/ml> flng'fn PrtT/mH nnntrffl 

Ex. 22 0.032 3.8 0.8 

0.1 3.1 1-4 

0.32 2.6 1.9 54 

1,0 0.4 4.1 81 

' 3.2 <0.1 >4.4 77 

10 <0.l >4.4 78 

^' 23 3.2 4.7 0.2 

10 4.5 0.4 100 

32 4.4 0.5 100 

100 4.0 0.9 98 

320 3.0 1.9 "0 



25 The results Indicate that the compound is active against HCMV. 



30 



35 



40 



45 



SO 
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p,n r^^Hi-a1 i B| ft>^vi1-v o f rnmnoiinris of Formina I 

n„,« MTT assay 

?onl. Plaque (Percent of MIC50 

0.09 



Ex- 21 



Ex. 22 



Ex. 23 



Ex. 42 



0.032 


16 


0.1 


55 


0.32 


97 


1.0 


100 


3.2 


100 


0.032 


29 


0.1 


86 


0.32 


100 


1.0 


100 


3.2 


100 


1.0 


22 


3.2 


22 


10 


34 


32 


84 


100 


100 


320 


100 


0.032 


7 


0.1 


2 


0.32 


54 


1.0 


76 


3.2 


98 


10 


99 


32 


100 


100 


100 


320 


99 


1000 


100 



93 
84 
87 
87 



88 
81 
77 
76 



82 
84 
87 
88 
82 



93 
94 
80 
88 
82 
79 
68 



0.07 



19.4 



0.1 
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Ex. 43 



Ex. 44 



0.032 


1 


100 


0.1 


12 


100 


0.32 


41 


96 


1.0 


75 


100 


3.2 


98 


93 


10 


99 


99 


32 


99 


93 


100 


100 


100 


320 


100 


88 


1000 


100 


82 


0.0001 


3 


99 


0.00032 


6 


98 


0.001 


4 


93 


0.0032 


16 


100 


0.01 


54 


97 


0.032 


97 


94 


0.1 


98 


92 


0.32 


99 


92 


1.0 


99 


100 


3.2 


100 


100 



0.17 



0.0O32 



The results indicate that the compounds are active against Varicella-Zoster virus. 

;^nti viral Arfivity nf Co mponnds of Formula I. 
fig;:.^nc^ HArpAfi SltnoleX 1 

EX. 44 0.09 >1000 

Ex. 48 0.06 350 

Ex. 61 0.02 >1000 

The results Indicate that the compounds are active against Herpes Simplex 1. 
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5 


Compound of 
Example No, 


Challenge 
virus 


IC50* 
(ug/mL) 




42 


HSV-1 (E-377) 


0.05 


10 




HSV-2 (MS) 


35.3 




43 


HSV-1 (E-377) 


0.7 


IS 




HSV-2 (MS) 


141.0 




44 


HSV-1 (E-377) 


0.072 


20 


61 


HSV-2 (MS) 


6.3 




The results indicate that the compounds are active against HSV-1 and HSV-2. 
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SO 



H^rppff Simplex 

TC25* 
(ug/mL) 

>354 
>354 

18.4 

>307 

289 



>254 



The compounds ot tne present invention can ue uoou m uio iwim vi 

organic acids. These salts include but are not limited to the following: acetate, adipate. alginate, citrate, 
aspartate, benzoate, benzenesulfonate. bisulfate. butyrate, camphorate. camphorsuHonate, digluconate. 
cyclopentanepropionate. dodecylsulfate. ethanesulfonate. glucoheptonate. glycerophosphale. hemisulfate. 
heptonate. hexanoate. fumarate. hydrochloride, hydrobromide. hydroiodide. 2-hydroxy-ethanesulfonate. lac- 
tate maleate. methanesuKonate. nicotinate. 2-naphthaienesulfonate. oxalate, pamoate, pectinate, persulfate. 
3.phenylpropionate. picrate. pivalate, propionate, succinate, tartrate, thiocyanate. tosylate. and undecanoate. 
Also the basic nitrogen-containing groups can be quatemized with such agents as loweralkyl halides. such 
as methyl, ethyl, propyl, and butyl chloride, bromides, and iodides; dialkyi sulfates (ike dimethyl, diethyl, 
dibutyl. and diamyl sulfates, long chain halides such as decyl. lauryl. myristyl and stearyl chlorides, 
bromides and iodides, araikyi halides like benzyl and phenethyl bromides, and others. Water or oil-soluble 
or dispersible products are thereby obtained. 

Examples of adds which may be employed to form pharmaceutically acceptable aad addition salts 
include such inorganic acids as hydrochloric acid, sulphuric acid and phosphoric acid and such organic 
acids as oxalic acid, maleic acid, succinic acid and citric acid. Other salts include salts with alkali metals or 
alkaline earth metals, such as sodium, potassium, calcium or magnesium or with organic bases. 

The compounds of the present invention can also be used in the form of esters. Examples of such 
esters include a hydroxyl-substituted compound of the invention which has been acylated with a blocked or 
unblocked amino acid residue, a phosphate function or a hemisuccinate residue. Such esters also include 
hydroxyl-substituted compounds of the invention wherein the hydroxyl group is acylated to provide esters 
such as acetate, propionate, benzoate and the like. Other esters include the compounds of the invention 
wherein a carboxylic acid group has been esterlfied to provide esters which include, but are not limited to. 
methyl ethyl benzyl and the like. The preparation of esters of the compounds of the present invention .s 
carried out by reacting a hydroxyl-substituted compound of the invention with an activated acyl. ammo acyl, 
phosphoryl or hemisuccinyl derivative. Compounds which are esters of carboxylic acid group containing 
compounds of the invention are prepared by methods known in the art. 

The novel compounds of the present invention possess antiviral activity and are useful for treating or 
preventing virus related diseases (in particular, herpes viruses, such as herpes simplex types 1 and 2. 
cytomegalovirus and varicella-zoster) in humans or other mammals. The compounds of the present 
invention are also expected to be useful for treating or preventing diseases related to hepatitis viruses, such 
as hepatitis A. hepatitis B and non-A. non-B hepatitis, papilloma virus, influenza viruses, rhinovirus. 
respiratory syncytial virus. Epsteln-Barr virus and HIV in humans or other mammals. 

Total daily dose administered to a host in single or divided doses may be in amounts, for example, 
from 0.1 to 2000 mg/kg body weight daily and more usually i.O to 500 mg/kg. Dosage unit compositions 
may contain such amounts of submultiples thereof to make up the daily dose. 

The amount of active ingredient that may be combined with the carrier materials to produce a single 
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dosage form will vary depending upon the host treated and the particular mode of administration. 

It will be understood, however, that the specific dose level for any particular patient will depend upon a 
variety of factors including the activity of the specific compound employed, the age. body weight, general 
health, sex. diet, time of administration, route of administration, rate of excretion, drug combination, and the 

5 severity of the particular disease undergoing therapy. 

The compounds of the present invention may be administered orally, parenterally. by inhalation spray, 
rectally, or topically in dosage unit formulations containing conventional nontoxic pharmaceutically accept- 
able carriers, adjuvants, and vehicles as desired. Topical administration may also involve the use of 
ointments, creams or ophthalmically acceptable solutions, suspensions, emulsions, ointments and solid 

10 inserts. The term parenteral as used herein includes subcutaneous Iniectlons, intravenous, Intramuscular, 
intrastemal injection, or Infusion techniques. 

Injectable preparations, for example, sterile injectable aqueous or oleagenous suspensions may be 
formulated according to the known art using suitable dispersing or wetting agents and suspending agents. 
The sterile injectable preparation may also be a sterile injectable solution or suspension in a nontoxic 

15 parenterally acceptable diluent or solvent, for example, as a solution in 1 ,3-butanediol. Among the 
acceptable vehicles and solvents that may be employed are water, Ringers solution, and isotonic sodium 
chloride solution. In addition, sterile, fixed oils are conventionally employed as a solvent or suspending 
medium. For this purpose any bland fixed oil may be employed including synthetic mono-or diglycerides. In 
addition, fatty acids such as oleic acid find use In ttie preparation of injectables. 

20 Suppositories for rectal administration of the drug can be prepared by mixing the drug with a suitable 
nonirritatlng excipient such as cocoa butter and polyethylene glycols which are solid at ordinary tempera- 
tures but liquid at the rectal temperature and will therefore melt in tiie rectum and release the drug. 

Solid dosage forms for oral administration may include capsules, tablets, pills, powders, and granules. 
In such solid dosage forms, the active compound may be admixed with at least one inert diluent such as 

25 sucrose lactose or starch. Such dosage forms may also comprise, as is normal practice, additional 
substances other than inert diluents, e.g.. lubricating agents such as magnesium stearate. In ttie case of 
capsules, tablets, and pills, the dosage forms may also comprise buffering agents. Tablets and pills can 
additionally be prepared with enteric coatings. 

Liquid dosage forms for oral administration may include pharmaceuticaily acceptable emulsions, 

30 solutions, suspensions, synjps, and elixirs containing inert diluents commonly used in the art, such as water. 
Such compositions may also comprise adjuvants, such as wetting agents, emulsifying and suspending 
agents, and sweetening, flavoring, and perfuming agents. 

The foregoing is merely illustrative of tiie invention and is not intended to limit ttie Invention to the 
disclosed compounds. Variations and changes which are obvious to one skilled in ttie art are intended to be 

35 within tiie scope and nature of tiie invention which are defined in the appended claims. 



Claims 



1, A compound of tiie formula: 



wherein B Is a pyrimldin-1-yl group or a heterocyclic isostere off a pyrimidin-1-yl group; 

0 is (i) hydrogen, (il) Ci to Cio alkyl. (iii) -CH2OH. (iv) -CH2OR20 wherein R20 is Ci to Ce alkyl. (v) 
•CH20C(0)R2i wherein R21 is Ci to Cio alkyl, (vi) -CH20C(0)CH(R22) (NHR23) wherein R22 is the side 
chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids and R23 is hydrogen or -C(0)CH(R2«){NH2) wherein 
R24 is the side chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids, 

(vii) -CH2SH. (viii) -CH2CI. (ix) -CH2F. (x) -CHzBr, (xi) -CHjl, (xii) -C(0)H. (xiii) -CH2CN. (xiv) -CH2N3. 
(XV) •CH2NR33R34 wherein 833 and R3* are independentiy selected from hydrogen and Ci to Co alkyl. 
(xvi) -C02R3S wherein Rss Is hydrogen or Ci to do alkyl, (xvii) -CH2CH20H. (xviil) -CH2CH2OR20 
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wherein R20 is as defined herein, (xix) -CH2CH20C{0)R2i wherein R21 is as defined herein, (xx) 
-CH2CH20C(0)CH(R22) (NHR23) wherein R22 and R23 are as defined herein, (xxl) •CH2CH2PO3H2. 
(xxil) -CH2OPO3H2, (xxiil) -OCH2PO3H2 or (xxiv) -CH2CO2R36 wherein R36 is hydrogen, Ci to C10 allcyl, 
carboxyaikyi or aminoalkyl; 

A is -CH- or A-G taken together is -C(=0)-. -C< = CH2)-. -C(0H)(CH20H)- or 



G Is (1) hydrogen, (ii) Ci to Cio alkyl. (ili) -OH. (iv) alkoxy. (v) -NH2, (vi) alkylamino, (vii) dialkylamino, 
(viii) -SH, (ix) thioaikoxy, (x) -N3. (xi) -CH2OH, (xii) -CH2OR2S wherein R25 is Ci to Cg alkyl. (xiii) 
-CH20C(0)R2G wherein Rze is Ci to C10 alkyl. (xiv) -CH2CC(0)GH{R27KNHR28) wherein R27 is the side 
chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids and R28 is hydrogen or -C(0)CH{R29)(NH2) wherein 
R29 rs the side chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids, (xv) -CH2SH, (xvi) -CH2CI. (xvii) 
-CH2F. (xviii) -CH2Br. (xix) -CH2I. (xx) -C(0)H, (xxi) -CH2CN. (xxii) -CH2N3, (xxili) -CHzNRsoRsi wherein 
R30 arid Rai are independently selected from hydrogen and C^ to C10 alkyl, (xxiv) -COaRs? wherein 
R37 is hydrogen, Ci to Cio alkyl, cartxixyaikyi or aminoalkyl. (xxv) -CH2CH2OH, (xxvi) -CH2CH2OR2S 
wherein R25 is Independently as defined herein, 

(xxvii) -CH2CH20C(0)R26 wherein fl2G is independently as defined herein, (xxviii) -CH2CH20C(0)CH- 
(R27)(NHR28) wherein R27 and R28 are independently as defined herein, 

(xxix) -CH2CH2P03H2, (XXX) -CH2OPO3H2, (xxxi) -OCH2PO3H2 or (xxxii) -CH2CO2R32 wherein fl32 is 
hydrogen. Ci to Cio alkyl, carboxyaikyi or aminoalkyl; with the proviso that when D is hydrogen or Ct 
to Cto alkyJ then G is other than hydrogen or Ci to Cio alkyl; 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or ester thereof. 

2. A compound of the fonmula: 




and 



B 



0 




A. 



wherein B is 



Q 




wherein v is O or S; 

Q is (i) -OH. (ii) -SH. (iii) alkoxy. (iv) 

(vi) 



thioaikoxy. (v) halogen. 
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(CH2)„, 
N ^ 

wherein m is 1 to 5. 

(vii) •NR1R2 wherein Ri and R2 are independently selected from hydrogen and Ci to Cio alkyi or (vlii) 
-NHC(0)R3 wherein R3 is hydrogen. Ci to Cio alkyl. carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyl; 

and T is (i) hydrogen, (ii) Ci to Co aikyl. (iii) 2-haloethyl. (iv) halomethyl. (v) difluoromethyl, (vi) 
trifluoromethyl. (vii) halogen, (viii) cyano. (ix) nitro, <x) vinyl. <xi) 2-haIovinyl. (xll) alkynyl. (xiii) hydrox- 
methyl, (xiv) formyl, (xv) azidomethyi, (xvi) 2-hydrQxyethyl. (xvii) -NR1R2 wherein Ri and R2 are 
independently as defined herein, (xviii) -NHOH. (xix) -SH. (xx) propenyl. (xxr) 3.3,3-trifIuoropropenyl. 
(xxli) 2-(alkoxycarbonyl)ethenyl. (xxiii) 2-cyanoethenyl. (xxiv) 

(CHj)„ 

wherein m is 1 to 5. 

or (xxv) -CH2NR1R2 wherein Ri and R2 are independently as defined herein: 

D is (i) hydrogen, (Ii) Ci to Co alkyl. (iii) -CH2OH. (iv) -CH2OR20 wherein R2o is C to cc alkyl. (v) 
-CH20C(0)R2i wherein R21 is C to Co alkyl. (vi) -CH20C(0)CH(R22)(NHR23) wherein R22 is the side 
chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids and R23 ts hydrogen or -C(0)CH(R2«)(NH2) wherein 
R24 is the side chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids, (vii) -CH2SH. (viii) -CH2CI, (ix) 
-CH2F, (x) -CHzBr. (xi) -CH2I, (xii) ■C(0)H. (xiii) -CH2CN, (xiv) -CH2N3. (xv) -CH2NR33R34 wherein Rss 
and Rs* are Independently selected from hydrogen and C to Co alkyl. (xvl) -C02R35 wherein R35 is 
hydrogen or C to Co alkyl, (xvii) -CH2CH2OH. (xviii) -CH2CH2OR20 wherein R20 is as defined herein, 
(xix) -CH2CH20C(0)R2i wherein R21 is as defined herein, 

(XX) -CH2CH20C(0)CH(R22)(NHR23) wherein R22 and R23 are as defined herein, (xxi) -CH2CH2PO3H2. 
(xxii) -CH2OPO3H2, (xxiii) •OCH2P03H2 or (xxlv) -CH2CO2R36 wherein R36 Is hydrogen, C to Co alkyl. 
carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyl; 

A is -CH- or A-G taken together is -C( = 0)-. •C( = CH2)-. -C(0H)(CH20H)- or 

A-/ 

CH,; 



and 

G is (i) hydrogen. (Ii) C to Co alkyl. (ill) -OH. (iv) alkoxy. (v) -NH2. (vl) alkylamino. (vii) dialkylamino, 
(viii) -SH. (ix) thioalkoxy. (x) -Ns. (xr) -CHzOH, (xii) -CH20R2S wherein R25 is Ci to Cg alkyl. (xiii) 
-CH20C(0)R26 wherein R2G is C to Co alkyl, (xiv) -CH20C(0)CH(R27)(NHRz8) wherein R27 is the side 
chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids and R28 is hydrogen or -C(0)CH(R29)(NH2) wherein 
R29 is the side chain of any of the naturally occuring amino acids, (xv) -CH2SH. (xvi) -CH2CI. (xvii) 
-CH2F. (xviii) -CHzBr, (xix) -CH2I. (xx) .C(0)H, (xxi) -CH2CN. (xxii) -CH2N3. (xxiii) -CH2NR30R3' wherein 
R30 and R31 are independently selected from hydrogen and C, to Co alkyl. (xxiv) -CO2R37 wherein 
R37 is hydrogen. C to Co alkyl, carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyl. (xxv) -CH2CH2OH. (xxvi) -CH2CH2OR25 
wherein R25 Is Independently as defined herein. 

(xxvii) -CH2CH20C(0)R26 wherein R26 is independently as defined herein, (xxviii) -CH2CH20C(0)CH- 
(R2;)(NHR28) wherein R27 and R28 are independently as defined herein. 

(xxix) -CH2CH2PO3H2. (XXX) -CH20P03H2. (xxxi) -OCHrPOiHj or (xxxii) -CHrC02R32 wherein Rj: ts 
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hydrogen, Ci to Cio alkyi, carboxyalkyi or aminoalkyi; with the proviso that when D is hydrogen or Ci 
to Cio alkyI then G is other than hydrogen or Ci to Cio alkyI: 
or a pharmaceutlcally acceptable salt or ester thereof. 

a The compound of Claim 2 wherein V is 0: Q is -OH or -NH2: T is halo. Ci to Cio aikyi, trifluoromethyi 
or 2-halo-vinyl: and G and D are -CH2OH. 

4. A compound of the formula: 



wherein B is 




I 



wherein V is 0 or S: 

Q is (I) -OH or (ii) -NH; and 

T is (i) hydrogen, (ii) Ci to Cio alkyl. 

(iii) 2-haloethyl, (iv) halomethyl. (v) difluoromethyl. (vi) trifluoromethyi. (vil) halogen, (viii) vinyl or (ix) 2- 
halovinyl; 

A is CH and D and G are -CH20H; or a pharmaceutlcally acceptable salt or ester thereof. 

5. A compound selected from the group consisting of: 
1-((2'R.3'R.4'S)-3',4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(trans-2-bromo-1-vjnyl)uracil; 
l-((2'R.3*R.4'S)-3\4'-Bls(hydroxymethyl)-2'<ixetanyl)-5-{trans-2-iodoM-vinyl)uracil: 
1-((2'R.3'R.4'S)-3\4*-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-(trans-2-chIoro-1-vinyt)uracil; 
l-({2'R.3'R,4'S)-3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-vinyluracil: 

1-((2'R, 3'R. 4'S)-3'.4'-Bis-(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-iodouracil; 

1-((2'R,3'R.4'S)-3',4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-bromouracil; 

1-{(2'R.3'R.4'S)-3'.4*-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-chlorouraci!; 

1-((2'R.3'R.4'S)-3'.4'-Bis{hydroxymethyl)-2*-oxetanyl)-5-fluorouracil: 

1-((2'R,3'R.4'S)-3',4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-trifluoromethyluracil: 

1-((2*R.3'R.4'S)-3\4'-Bis(hydroxymethyt)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-ethyluracil; 

1-((2'R.3'R,4'S)-3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyi)-5-(trans-2-bromo-1-vinyl)cytosine; 

1-((2'R,3'R.4'S)«3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-iodocytosine; and 

1-({2'R.3'R.4'S)-3'.4'-Bis(hydroxymethyl)-2'-oxetanyl)-5-methylcytoslne; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or ester thereof. 

6. A compound according to Claim 1 for treating or preventing a viral infection in a mammal in need of 

such treatment. 

7. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a phamiaceutical earner and a phamiaceutically effective 
amount of a compound of Claim 1. 

& A compound of the fom^ula: 
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wherein B is 



wherein V is 0 or S; 

Q Is (i) -OH or C'i) -NH; and 

T is (i) hydrogen, (ii) Ci to Cto alkyi, 

(iii) 2-hal08thyl, (iv) halomethyi. (v) difluoromethyl. (vi) trifluoromethyl, (vli) halogen, (viii) vinyl or (ix) 2- 
halovlnyl: 

A is CH and D and G are -CH2OH; or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt or ester thereof for treating a 
varicella-zoster virus infection in a mammal In need of such treatment. 

9. A process for the preparation of a compound of Claim 1 comprising the step wherein a compound of 
the formula: 



0 B 



wherein P' is a hydroxyl protecting group is transformed by ring contraction to a compound of the 
formula: 

B 



r 

OP' 



C02R" 



wherein P' Is a hydroxyl protecting group and R" is loweralkyl. 
10. The process of Claim 9 wherein the ring contraction is accomplished via a diazoketone intemriediate. 
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and G and D are functional groups; or a pharmaceu- 
tically acceptable salt or ester thereof. 



wherein B is a purin-9-yl group or a heterocyclic 
isostere of a purin-9-yl group; or a pyrimidin-1-yl 
group or a heterocyclic isostere of a pyrimldin-1-yl 
group; A is -CH- or A-G taken together is -C( = 0>-, 
-C( = CH2)-. -C(0H)(CH20H)- or 
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